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ore was firmly believed in by the.early pioneers and Reyes gavo as his
opinion that the deposits had sunk into the ground during one of the
current earthquakes occuring in that sectione

There was sufficient silver discovered there in the seventies to
warrant somewhat of a rush and the filing of many claims. An enterprisig
English edventurer actually established e mining town in lockwood Valley,
staking out lots end selling them to innocent purchaserse His methods
were very questionable and when his financial deals came to light he was
barely eble to escape from frontier officers of the law, ready to take
him dead or alive.

The gold mining sections of the Frazier Mte. and Upper Piru Creek have
g somewhat similer history to that of Los Burros areae The ore was low
grade and there was a scarcity of water for placér mininge. In the early
eighties there was comsiderable gold workings on Frazier Mte. The Castaic
Mine kept going for sewveral decades for about three monts in the year
during which there was sufficient water to operate a stamp mill handling
free milling gold quartze

Even in the 1930%'s there were many squattereminers in the Upper Piru
section. While they were technically in trespass, Supervisor Se. Ae
Nash=Boulden dodged eviction action ageinst them as much as possible,
erguing that he had a considerable reospect fér men who would toil long
hours to pan out gold sufficient to keep them in beams, flour and coffee,
rother than join the hordes crowding the Nation's relief rollse lLabor
shortage and high wages later brought these men out of their mountain
retreats.

Several small quicksilver mires have been operating spasmodically

since lonz before the creation of the forest reserves. Two of the

largest of these operations sre located near the Gibraltar Reservoir
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and Cachume }Mt., respectively, end have occasionally paid large dividends.
Several quicksilver mining claims ere located along the noarth side of

the Senta Ynez and in the San Rafaels, a few of them with some promise

of successful production,

Borax mining hes consistently shown more profitable results in the
local Forest then that of the production of ferrous minerals. The Frazier
Borate Mining Company, although not mining at present, operated near the
foot of Mte Pinos for half a century on a fairly large scale. Mining
patents for 2,960 acres of land were issued to this firm on November 12,
1900 Before the coming of automobile transportation the output from
these mines was hauled over fif‘ty miles by team and wagon to Bakersfield.

A promising mining venture of early days in that same general section
was the Alamo Kountain Mica and }illing Compaeny which mined mice, gnd
rofined the ore for market at their plant on Alamo Creeke A mining
development of comparatively recent years or;. the }Mte Pinos and Cuyama
Renger Distriots of Los Padres is the production of rotary mud, used in
oil drilling operations.

Optimistic companies still hold mining claims and are still selling
stock in gold minhg vermres on Los Padres Foreste There is perhaps
some possibility that mining of precious mstals from low grade ores may
yet be made profitable by new methods of minirg and miling. The future
of the oil industry is anybody's guesse Production of oil from shale
looms as a coming probability, and the greetest deposits of oil shale
in the State are in Kern, Santa Barbara, Ventura and San Luis Obispo
Counties, whole mountains of it inside the local National Foreste

Los Padres Forest has had its fair share of mining trespass casess
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On Mey 8, 1905, Supervisor Slosson wrote the Chief Forester relative to
mining interestss
"I think mining companies get more consideration than they are entitled
to, when a few men can get the use of names and locate every quarter-
section in sight as Plecer Mining claims and claim exclusive posséssion
to the detriment of other settlers who live on an adjoining claim with
a few head of stock." '

That same year W. W. Jenkins, vicee=president and manager of one of
the mining companies, caused local forest officers plenty of trouble.

He adopted a décidedly belligerent attitude towards Ranger Stephen H.

Douglas when the ranger began building a ranger station on lands legally

reconveyed to the United States in the eastern part of the reserve, threaten=

ing the forest officer with bodily herme He told the Supervisor that if
he did not make a favorable report on a claim he wished to secure, he
would have the Supervisor removed from office. The Supervisor told him to
oo to it", as he would report the exact circumstances of the cases

Jenkins not only spread derogatory reparts regarding Ranger Douglas
among the settlers, but wrote to VWiashington accusing him of neglect of
dutye Supervisor Slosson, in defending his District Ranger, wrote his
superiors: "I find that Ranger Douglas is well liked and only makes trouble
for the wrongdoers." Jenkins installed armed guards on the disputed
lands, his attorney advising him to defend Government aggression "by
force of arms", The case was not settled until 1913 when Jenkins end
his associates were granted such part of the land as qualified under the
land laws, and the Govermment retained the reste.

In 1910, the Esmeralda Iining Company had scores of mining claims
located by its employees in the San Benito area of the old lonterey Forest
end were conducting rather extensive quicksilver mining operetions.

Supervisor Reymond Taylor end assistent Ranger Carl L. Abbot locked horns
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with this outfit which was conducting a typical "wild and wooly West"
tovm on Government lande The center of the trouble was a saloon of
dubious reputation, the scene of drunken brawls and occasional shooting
sorgpese The matter was fimlly settled in 1912 by the issuance of a
special use permit covering a store for company employees, in place of
the former grog shop.

In 1910, Geor:ze Jo Henley located 153 aores of land on the Sespe
River just north of Fillmore, built a road to the land and installed a
locked gate, known then as now, s Devil's Gate. Henley charged fishore
men a fat fee for the purpose of camping and fishing but did very little
mining worke A group of his neighbors filed a vritten protest. He
fought the Govermment bitterly for years, frankly admitting that he was
running a mountain resort but also claiming that he was getting ready
to carry on the mining of building stons. When forest officers in 1926
finally succeeded in having the claim cancelled and the area thrown open
to public use, it was found that the stone quai'rying carried on through
the years was a mere gesture towards compliance with the mineral lawse

James and Charles Heathe were not mining for oil, stone or precious
motals when Supervisor Slosson brought a trespess case against them in
1907, By digging, and by exploring caves in the vicinity of Salisbury
Potrero, they had unearthed a wealth of Indian relics consisting of
baskets, water jugs end various stone utensils and weapons, which they
offered for sale at a stiff price to the University of Calif'ornise Their
woeeks of "mining" efforts metted them exactly nothing when the Government
forced them to turn over the precious relics to the Smithsonian Institute

at Washington, De Ce
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- CHAPTER VI =

ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL

Land Office Administration

The Genoral Land Office of the Department of the Interior, engaged
largely during its period of existence in disposing of Govermment lands,
was ill equipped for the job of administering the new reserves, thrown
into its lap in the 1890'se. Generally séeaking, its personnel were
neither foresters nor stoclkmen, and the first superintendents and forest
supervisors were political appointeese. Nevertheless, these public ser=
vants conscientiously did their lewel best to look upon public land admini-
stration from the standpoint of use of ,naturgl resources thereon, rather
than as a beneficent organization giving away or selling land to one and
alle |

The old correspondence in Los Padres files indicates a groping for
ways and means to handle this new and untried form of land uses Bo Fo
allen was the first forest superintendent in charge of all forest reserves
in California end Arizona and from all indications a live wire executive
who supervised a small field force. It was not till 1898 that Forest
Supervisors were regularly installed in charge of reserves and who in turn
hired forest rangers tovwork under theme.

In 1898, mixed with general instructions from the Commissioner of the
General land Office are numerous requests for suggestions for handling
local areas and problemss The Cormissioner that year bore dovm on the
necessity of removing "all sheepmen, timber depredators, or intruders®

on reserve lands "for unlswful purposes", but also warned local officers
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that "care should be taken in every way to distinguish between bona-{'ide
settlers or claimants, and parties who are squatters on public lands
within the reserves without right of color or title."

The salary of the oldtime Forest Supervisors was $1,200 per annum,
with en occesional allowance of $1.00 per dasy for travel expenses when
in the fielde The rangers were paid $60 to $75 per monthe Both Super=
visors and rangers were required to furnish their own saédle and pack
stooke Rangers could be hired and fired by the Supervisors almost at
will, but selection of ranger personnel of the local reserves seems to
have been fairly sounde. Generally the men who were let out were those
who could not stand the hardships incidental to a rangerts life in the
mountainse.

Regardless of any political considerations, Bingham Hermenn, Conme
issiomsr of the Gerral Lend Office » seemed to be determined to secure
the best possible type of men as local executives of the new reserves. On
November 7, 1898, he wrote Superintendent B F. Allen:
"The Supervisors should be men of such character end activity as to ine
spire in the rangers a desire to put forth their best individual effortses.
If there are any (supervisors) who fall below a proper standard of effi=
ciency it is my purpose to recommend their withdrawal from the service
and the substitution of better men in their places."

The same Commissioner stressed the necessity for quick ection in
fire control and law enforcement when he wrote on September 19, 1898:
A forest officer upon receiving information that a fire is in progress
which needs his attention should renort promptly to the locality and use
all reasonable means to extinguish the samees..You will direct all forest
officers under your charge to endeavor to enlist public sentiment in
favor of the Government's efforts to protect the public forsst from fire,
and to secure their cordial cooperation in bringing offenders to justice."

That progress was being made is indicated by a report of Supervisor

Slosson to Suéerin*bendenb Allen dated September 7, 1901, which read in
i-‘
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part as follows:

"Being acquainted with a great many settlers throughout the reserve I
made it a point to call on them end inquire of them about the rangers
and whether they thought the reservation was beneficial and they all
seemed interested in the work end believed the reserve a good thing end
in nearly every case spoke well of the rangers in charge and as seeing
them quite oftenw hen patrolling. Every dey I heard remarks as follows
from settlers from within and without the reserves: "ie can't look out
every dey end see from one to half a dozen fires as we used to before
the reserve was set aside so you fellows are of some benefitet"

The Pine lte and Zaca Lake Reserve was divided into two divisions
at approximately the Santa Barbara-Venturae County line,with a supervisor
in charge of eache With the Santa Ynez Reserve added, the supervisor of
the western division had aprroximately 800,000 acres end eight rangers
under his charge; the eastern division supervisor was responsible for
about one million acres and had twelve rangerse Iost members of the
renger force were exployed on a seasonal basis in much the same menmner
as the forest guards of the present timee The local supervisors in 1900
strongly urged that the rengers be kept on the payroll during the winter
months and employed on badly needed trail comtructionwerke

Although in the early days there were no formal healquarters offices,
that the supervisors had considerable paper work to do s borne out by
the monthly work report submitted by Supervisor Willard M. Slosson for

May, 1902, as follows:

N
o

letters written

Fire revorts submitted

Montily reports

Special reports

Grazing reports

Noe. of rangerst reports filed
Reports on homesteads investigated
}Miles travelled

T DN D

[<2]
(9]

The rangers hed little field equipmonte Supervisor Slosson was

authorized by the Commissioner on June 15, 1899, to purchase for each
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ranger "not already so provided, one axe and handle, one pick and handle,
and one shovel, for use in the discharge of his official dutiese" The
amual inventory of Government property in 1902 for the use of the supere

visor and twelve rangers on the entire esstern division showed the follove

ing:
19 axes 7 picks 15 shovels
3 buckets 5 rakes 3 brushhooks
16 mattocks 1 saw 1 pr. brushshears
4 hammers 1 compass 1 compass tripod
3 log rules 1l surveyor's chain 1 set surveyor's pins
5 canteens 3 crovibors 1 timber scribe
1 grindstomne 1 packsaddle

At the beginning of 1905, when the forest reserves with Gifford
Pinchot as Chief United Stotes Torester, were transferred from the
Interior Department to the Department of Agriculture , the San Iuis Obispo
and lionteroy Reserves had not yet been created, and this new form of

Govermment land use administration was yet in an experimental stage }&ad

Sar G

the general public ho.;‘:/ a’ very cloudy understanding of its purposee. lost
people thought of the reserves as arees lockgd up against public use.
The Santa Barbara Independent of October 6, 1899, speaking of a county
road badly needed into Cuyama Valley, declared, "The Goverrment resere
vation forever places a barrier to the proposed mountain roade." The same
newspaper, the editorial attitude of which seems to have been quite
antagonistic toward forest reserves, nevertheless admitted on August 17,

1901, that, "It is an encowraging fact that no destructive fires have

"occurred since the reserves in this county were formed."

Supervisors in Charge and Terms of Service

Willard 1. Slosson, 52, was gppointed supervisor in charge of the

eastern division of the Pine Mte and Zaca Lgke Forest Reserve on July 1,



3

84,

1898, coming to Canlifornia from the lumbering town of Reed City, lMichigan.
His headquarters were at the towm of Nordhoff (0Ojai)e.

On the seme date, Be F. Crawshaw assumed duty as supervisor in charge
of the western division of the reserve with headquarters at Santa Barbars.
Crewshew wes a heavy-set, ons~armed man, but in spite of his crippled
condition got over the rugged territory of the Santa Ynez and San Rafael
mountains with swprising agilitye He used a team and buckboard wherever
such a vehicle could go and took exception to the Ge Le Oe Commissioner's
written instructions of July.20, 1901 to Superintendent Be. F. Allen "to
dispense with ’che.services of Forest Supervisors if they can't or won't
travel by horseback." Although those who knew him.a.ver that Crewshaw
did not dodge saddle and pack horse travel when necessary, he is revealed
defending wheeled vehicle travel in a lotter to his Superior officer in
October, 1902, arguing, "I cen make better time in a wheeled conveyance
than with saddle horse which means pack and two horses and a walking
propositions”

0ld correspondence indicates that there was considerable jealousy
between Crewsheyr at Santa Barbara and Slosson at Nordhoff(0jai)e Crawshaw
was evidently somewhat of a martinet-~Slosson quite the reverse. In the
backing and filling which was somewhat ineviteble in selecting personnel
for new and untried public land administration, Supervisor Slosson was
laid off October 15, 1899, but was restored to the rolls as a ranger a
few weeks latere These mows placed Crawshaw in charge of the entire
area of the local reserve.

Willard Slosson was well liked by the local permittees and users,

which was perhaps one of the reasons Whyl he wras shortly afterwards re=
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instated in his old position as forest supervisor of the eastern division.
Crawshevr, evidently not so popular with the local people, was the subject
of personal attack by the local newspaperse The Santn Barbara Daily Inde~
pendent, referring to him as a "carpet-bagger", on December 12, 1899,
editorially deciared, "WeKinley, having his immediate political friends
to reward, imported lre Crawshewe=!the empty-sleeve here!',"

Poersonnel matters reached a crisis on these combined reserves in
late 1904, and Forest Inspector Louis A. Barrett, who died at his home
at Belmont, California, while these lines were being writlten, was sent
to talke the place of Crawshaw on January 24, 1905, remaining in the
capacity of acting suparvisor +ill April 20, 1905 Barrett made a pretty
thorough job of administering the western division and in persomnel inves=
tigations for nis official superiorse During his 87-day tour of duty, he
issued hundreds of grazing permi®ts and interviewed hundreds of permittees
and userse He put several renger trail crews to work, rode 600 miles
horseback, and wrote 335 official letbterse

Lou Barrett, afterwards supervisor of the Plumas Nabionzl Forest and
then assistant regional forester of the Calif'ornia Region for over 25
years, later amusingly recalled his experiences on the Santa Barbara
National Foreste His office was a bedroom in a rooming house for which
he personnally paid $5.00 per weeke Copies of his complete file of
correspondence all in clearcut longhand, are preserved in the present
los Padres filese. He had no letter press but used letter press methods,
placing the correspondence in the record boc-)k beneath his trunk which
he used as a chair to provide the necessary weighte

Be Fo Cz;;vrsllaw was removed from the supervisorship of the western
division and when L. A. Barrett left on Anr11 20, 1905, Willard H.
Slosson bocame éupervisor of both divisions of the Pine Mt. and Zaca Lake

and the Santa Ynez Reserves witih headquarters at Santa Barbarae The
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San Luis Obispo Forest Reserve was added the following year. Slosson
continued as forest supervisor of the Santa Barbara National Forest

till 1214, being universally known in later years as "Colonel" Slosson,
having been dubbed with this title by a local newspaper reporter vho de=
veloped a great admiration for the elderly forest executive. Slosson
was later mayor of Santa Barbara for two years and died in Los Angeles
lay 21, 1923, His daughter Edna Z. Slosson, served as clerk in the local
Forest headquarters office for years. His son became a prominent lLos
Anzeles attorneye.

Christopher E. Rachford was transferred from the supervisorship of
the liodoc lational Forest to that of the Santa Barbara on lMey 1, 1914,
although the elderly retiring supervisor remained officially on the rolls
until June 30 Rachford remained in charge only until April 30, 1915,
when he was transferred to San Francisco as assistant distriet forester
in charge of the Division of Grazing. "Chris", as he was fomiliady
called by his friends and associates, was promoted Wovember 1, 1920, to
the position of assistant chief forester at Washington, a position he
filled until his retirement in 1942,

Jesse Ro Hall took over the reins as forest supervisor of the Santa
Barbara Forest on liay 1, 1915, and served in the position till January 31,
1920¢ It was durinpg Hall's administration that the Monterey Torest was
added to the Santa Barbarsa, mak:.ng the supervisort!s position one of still
bgreater responsibility. Almost twenty years later, Hall wrote, "I fourd
a very friendly population throughout the Santa Barbarg National Foreste=-
Talk about the roads there today, -~ then there were none, and very few
trailse ithat little money to build with thb.i: was allotted was going

mostly to narthern Californias" Iall was transferred to the supervisor=-
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ship of the Shasta MNational Forest and later to the same position on the
Stanislaus, which positiorn he still holds.

Thoras We Sloan, deputy supervisor of the Angeles Nationel Forest,
succeoded Hall as forest supervisor of the Sonte Barbara on February 1,
1920, and occupied the position wmtil larch 31, 1922. Tom Sloan suffered
greotly from asthma, but always a hard worker, bravely pounded the treils
of the rouvgh reginone Undoubtedly, his proclivity for herd work hastencd
his death which took place in Pasadena, California, on March 15, 1924,
ot the age of 52, Sloan was of the old ranger type, happiest wheh woving
throuch the hills on the back of a horsce

The Forest Service has nroduced few men who could i:a.ke heavier
physical punishment than big and brovmy Chester A. Jordan, whssa@s super=
visor in charge of the Senta Barbara Forest from llay 1, 1922, to November
30, 1925, His period of adninistration was marlked with some exceptiorally
bad firese. The late county supervisor, Thomas V. Dinsmore, = former
forest ranger, often disasreed officially with Forest Service policies.
Hovrever, on llarch 19, 1924, Dinsmore wrote District Forester Paul G.
Redington in connection with a serious fire which. had threatened valuoble
Santa Barbara interests, "Ir. Jordan showed himsel® to be a resl men at
g critical timesesslre Jordan is of the tyme that C‘olonel Slosson Wase
In his intellizent way he has won the confidence of the public." Chester
Jordan's death in 1936, while serving as a Regqional Officer, was ettri-
buted by many of his associates to overwork on fires.

¥illiam Ve Lendenhall, since becomo one of the best Jmown men in
forestry circles in Southern California, succeeded Jordan as supervisor
on December 1, 1925, having previously served on the Forest as deputy

sunervisor for three yerrse Yendenhall started his Forest Service career
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as a packer in 191l; graduating through the wverious stages to an execu=-
tive positione. He left the Santa Barbara to become ths supervisor of
the Angeles Nationel TForest on April 1, 1929, which position he holds at
presonte

Stephen A. Nash-Bouldeﬂ, the present supervisor of Los Padres HNational
Forest succeeded Mendenhall on April 1, 1929, Like lMendenhall, Nashe
Boulden came up from the ranks the herd way, having been district ranger
on the Cleveland National Forest during the second decade of the present
centurye. Before coming to Santa Barbara he had been forest supervisor
in charge of both the Cleveland and San Bernardino National Forest, having
served his entire apprenticeship on the Southern California watershed
forestse An immense amount of activity and development has taken place
on Los Padres since the present supervisor took charge 16 years ago.
NasheBoulden's term of service has included the depression years when
hundreds of relief workers were employed on forest projects; the contem=
porary Civilian Conservetion Corps progrem, and all the cooperative
activities engendered by World VWer II, During this period also, Los
Padres Torest was the scene of one of the worst forest fires in Californis
historye. HNash-Boulden has conscientiously worked to retain the spirit of
horse-riding days and the atmosphere of the Spanish, lission and lexican
eras which so permeate the area under his supervision.

Ne O» Torstenser was appointed supervisor of the lionterey National
Forest shortly after its creation and except for a shart period in 1908
when Francis O, Porcher was acting supervisor, served till June 30, 1909,
The scant records left by Torstensen and Porcher have been accidently
destroyede Raymond Tyler relieved Torstensen on July 1, 1909 and served

as supervisor until September 15, 1911, Tyler started as a ranger on
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the Sierra Forest in 1904, had served with the old State Board of Forestry,
on the Tahoe and Inyo Forestse His health brolke down in 1911 and he spent
most of the next twelve years in outdoor camps in the high Sierras battlirg
his diseases He died in Pasadena April 21, 1923, at the age of 50.

The Monbterey Forest was rather e strange administrative setupe. In
1908 and 1909 the force consisted of a supervisor, one deputy ranger, five
assistant rangers, one forest guard and a partetime clerke The Forest
headquarters was first maintained at Salinas; later at Chews Ridge where
the edministrative headquarters was also a fire lookout; still later it
wes established at Arbolado (Big Sur), end finally moved to King City.

The forest supervisor also functioned as a renger, lookoutman, end
roving patrolman. During Tyler's administration, e good part of the cleri=
cal work was performed by Mrse. Tyler. Tyler's own dieries were not only
a record of his personal movements, but the main record of all activities
on the Lonterey National Forest as well. This detailed diary records
circumstances of wild cattle and wild hogs in trespass; improvement plans;
lands claims cases; persommel assignments; weather conditions, snd fire-
i‘ig;htiﬂg actionse Tyler used a "Sun" typewriter for his correspondence =
when the machine worlked.

Percy Le Day relieved Raymond Tyler as forest supervisor in September,
1211, but served in this capacity only £t11l the end of the yeare Norman
He Sloane was appointed forest supervisor of the lionterey unit on Jamiary 1,
1911, and served till March 1, 1916, when he was transferred to the supere
visor ship of the Cleveland National Forest. Norman Sloane, now deceased,
lgter left the Forest Service ranks and for many years was the mansger of

the California State Chamber of Cormerce.
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Hamilton Ge Merrill succeeded Sloan as supervisor of the Monterey,
serving in the position till February 28, 1918, when he resigned to be=
come en almond farmer in the Paso Robles sectione. No replacement super=
visor was appointed to succsed Merrill, the unit being placed under the
jurisdiction of the Santa Barbara National Forest, to which it was for=-
nally added the following year. Harry F. Hunt was in direct charge of

the unit as its first district rangers

0ld Time Rangers

~ During the period of Genmeral Land Office administretion and the
first two or three yocars following the transfer of the Forest Service
to the Departmsnt of Agrioculture, there was a good deal of shifting and
sorting of ranger persomnele The first detailed, written report on the
personnel of the old Santa Barbara National Forest was made by Supervisor
Slosson in 1907, Besides the general overhead consisting of the éuper-
visor, deputy supérvisor and clerk, the field force of the Forest was

composed of the following men:

Rangers Deputy Reongers Assistant Rangers
Stephen He Douglas Robert He Filler Robert We Clark
Wmo We Gray Gerard V. Reyes Alfredo G. de la Riva
Jainto De Reyes Edgar Be Davison Zo Te Davison
George A. Bald Rs Go He Forsyth Thos . Ve Dinsmore
John B, Libeu Ao Do Nartin Otto W, Hoeger
Carl Stoddard Henry W. Muzzall Joseph Je Libeu

John Riis

He Fo Van Winkle
Walter F. Bmorick
Dwight Murphy
William Ae. Smith
Harry Fo Hunt
Bugene L. Slosson

Only two of these men were under 25 ye'ané of age; twelve were be=

tween 26 and 35; three between 36 and 40e The balgnce were men over fa ty
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years of age, one of them being 565, and two past sixtye. Iost of the
rangers had been stockmen end small fermers., William A. Smith, 63, was

a teamster; Otto H. Hoeger had been a baker, and Harry F. Bunt, a minister
and newspaper reporter. There was no maximum age limit on the forest
rangers of those dayse Williem A, Smith served on the Santa Barbara
National Forest until 1914, F¥e died at Santa Maria two years laters
Harry Fo Hunt served on ths Sante Barbara until 1924 when he was trang-
ferred to the Angeles Forest. Once while in charge of the lionteroy Dise
trict, he was hemmed in by a fast moving fire and barely escaped with his
lifee Highly educated and an ordained minister, Hunt, while serving on
the San Bernardino Forest, performed the marriage ceromony for one of his
guards who was unable to leave his post of duby becauze of imminent fires.
He was instently liilled in an auto accident on September 15, 1930,

Henry We Yuzzall, a former photographer, was 65 years of age and a
veteren of the Civil Wars In spite of his age, he was rated as one of
the best men on the field force and was strongly recormended for the proe-
motion he nevor received by Supervisor Slosson and Acting Supervisor
L. Ae Barretts Thomas e Dinsmore, a former grocery clerk, vas mentioned
as a good ranger. Leaving the Service, he afterwards became prominent
in county politics and served for years as a Santa Barbara County supervisor.

Dwight Murphy, one of tho two youngest men on the ranger force, was
highly recommended. He later became nationally famous as a millioneire
breeder of Palomino horsese. George Peavey, who worked as assistant ranger
with Edgar B. Davison in the Davy Browm section in the first years of the
century, was in leter years president of Oregon State Collegee. John Riis

became & well-lmown forest officer and e writer of merite Joseph Je Libeu,
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after an interesting career as forest ranger, died in San Francisco on
June 18, 1827, from blood poisoning resulting from an old injury suffered
fifteen years earlier,

Edward S. Mainwaring, who left the Santa Barbara Forest in 1906 be=
come & well-known forest officer of the California Regione Born in England
on July 21, 1858, he was appointed forest raﬁger on July 18, 1899, and be=
cane the forest supervisor of the Sen Luls Obispo Forest Reserve when that
unit was withdrawne He was also supervisor of the Trinity lational Foreste
Transferred to the Sierra Forest in 1914, he served there till 1$27 when
he was retired under the age ruling effective that yeare.

On one occasicn, Rangers Murphy, lMuzzall, Dinsmore and Riis, with
Assistant Supervisor Nerrill, working as a swrveying party, almost lost
their lives in fording the icy waters of the Sante Ynez River during its
winter floode All finally made the crossing but their mule-drawn wagon
was swept away, their cemp outfit and supplies lost, and two of the eight
miles drovmned.

Ranger Bob Clark was knovm among members of the force as the "laugh=
ing Irishmen." He was afterwards sheriff of Ventura County, his later
appointment as United States Marshal at Los Angeles contimming up to the
prosent time. His habit of coolly smiling or laughing in tense situations
sometimes staved off a shooting affroye.

One of the small local stockmen refused to take out a grazing permit
and threatened to shoot down the first forest ranger who disturbed his
trespassing stocke Rangei’ Clerk wes sent to interview him and to talke
whatever action was necessary to reawove his hogs from reserve landse En
routo, Clerk met the trespasser driving a wagon. As both stopped to

palaver, from his ventage point on thBthgh !spri.ng seat, the trespasser
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laid a double=barrelled shotsun across his lap so that the muzzles
pointed at the breast of the ranger alongside, Ignoring the menacing
gun, the ranger looked smilingly into the man's eyes, coolly explained
the regulations he was there to enforce, then rode on and drove the
offending hogs off the forest preservee The stockman did no shooting
then, nor latere

On another occasion an irate stoclmman called on Clark and demanded
to see his Use Book of forest regulations. Opening the book, the covman
flourishingly drew his pistol and with the muzzle of the pun pointed out
a paragraph which he contended verified his argument that the local forest
officers werewrong and he was right in a current range dispute. Ranger
Clark nodded smilingly, slowly drew his own pistol and pointed out another
paragraph on the same page, one which refuted the stockmm 's contention.
For a moment or two both pistol murzles traversed the pase and bystanders
stood braced, ready for an explosione XNone camee The cormon looked up
into the grinning face of the ranger, relaxed from his belligerent atti-
tude, and both men laughed loudly as they holstered their guns.

It was on behalf of an 0ld squatter by the neme of Kiefer on the Ojail
district that Alfredo G. de la Riva, NexicaneAmerican ranger, sacrificed
his 1life. Riva, himself safe on a higher point from a fire durning in
that section, noticed flemes around the old man's place in the canyon be=-
low, end that tho latter was trapped and bewildereds Riva plunged into
the burning canyon and half carried, half dragged the elderly squatter
through the smoke up the steep slope, with the fire following on their
heelse Near the sumit, the ranger was forced to use both hands to

pull himself up with the old man henging on to his waist belte. Just as
|
sl
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they reached the top, a wave of fire swept over them. Keefer, releasing
his hold, rolled back down the steep slope to his deathe Riva stagmered
out of the flames badly burned, and died a short time afterwardse

Jacinto Do Reyes has often been called the dean of California
forest rengers. He entered the Forest Service in 1901 and served on the
Cuyama district for 31 years and two months before his retiremente A
man of powerful physique, Reyes never lmew when to quit, and was often
known to start out on a mule~back trip at six in the evening, riding
rough trails until he made camp at midnight, resuming his trip when day=-
light came.

The Cuyama district was accessible only by trail from the south, up
to 1929, To the north a rough winding road provided access by wheeled
yehicle to Maricopa, 37 miles distant from Reyes' heasdquarters., As late
as 1930, it took ten days for mail to reach Reyes from the supervisor's
office.

Reyes! services were frequently requisitioned by county euthorities
to pack bodies out from areas accessible only by traile On one occasion
word was sent him to find and bring out the body of an eccentric pros=
pector who had written a note that he was lesving his claim to commit
suicide. County officers and a local posse were unable to find the re-
mainse Reyes found the scene of the tragedy, alright, but therc was no
corpus delioti. The old prospector hed elected to end his earthly exis-
tence by blowing himself to bits with several sticks of dynamite, and had
dons a thorouzh job of the matters

Among Ranger Reyes! most cherished meméries is the occasions when
he acted as a member of the guerd of honor' for two different Presidentse

William MeKinley visited Ventura in 1801 with Secretary Hitchcock of the
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Department of the Inberior amd Secretary Wilson of the Department of
Azricultures local rangers escorted the chief executive's carriage.

In 1905, when the city of Santa Barbara played host to President Theodore
Roosevelt, the forest rangers at the President's request formed tﬁe guard
of honore The rengers were resplendent in a uniform of double~breasted blue
flannel shirts, cordoruoy trousers and wide=brimmed Stetson hats, all
mounted on black horses. On this occasion, Ranger Reyes had the honor

of riding at the right hend of the President's carriage. Pictures of

this group of early-day rangers show most of them wearing the handlebar
mustaches then in fashione.

Used to the saddle from infancy, Reyes was an outstanding ridere As
a young men he once rode fifty miles, half the distance over mountain
trails, in six hours, on a life end death mission for medical suppliese
This ride involved crossing the Matilija Rivér at flood stage six different
timese

Among other rangers of General Land Office days are found the names
of Joseph P. Hildreth, Hermogenes Ortesa, Jacob Co Shoup, George A. Ware
and Jo He Hootor. Ranger Jecobs died early jin 1904. Supervisor Slosson
wrote of Ranger Hildreth on August 12, 1902, « “There is no better all=-
around man in the Ranger Servicec..He is an ideal ranger."

During the first decade of the century there were many applics‘xnts
for the local forest renger positionse Of those wio qualified, some
served a year or two and quite Thore were many hardships connected with
the work and the wages were low. It is somewhat amusing to note, however,
that a survey conducted in 1909 showed thgb it cost the average ranger

only §150 o yeor for lodzing and subsistence and an equal -amount annual=
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ly for horse feed . The same records disclose that the averase personal
investment per ranger in horses and riding and packing equipment was
$350, the equivalent of almost half a year's salary for some of them.

As many of the old-time rangers were replaced by seasonal guards,
the latter class of employees gradually increased in numbers, from approxe
imately 30 in 1900, to 50 in 1925, and to 84 in 1938, some of these
serving for only a few weeks during the heat of the fire season. Of these
84 in 1938, 34 were brand new mene. That year there were only eight forest
guards who were a the rolls in 1932, and from 1932 to 1938, the average

annual forest guerd turnover was 51 per cente.

Ranger Districts

In the early days of the Forest's adminiétration, ranger districts
usually embracod the territory included in one 61‘ the officer'!s patrol
routes., Somstimes two or three of these patrol routes were combined to
form a general erea under the supervision of one ranger. As nearly as
the term"ranger district" is used at the present time there were approx-
imately 25 districts on both the Monterey and Santa Barbara Forests in
1908, The average size of ranger districts on the Santa Barbara is given
in a report of December 2, 1907, as 79,284 acres. Ths great distances
end isolation of the country were mainly responsible for the large number
of ranger district units. An emalysis of ranger time made in 1910 and
1911 showed that approximately twenty per cent of their long working hours
were expended in securing mail and supplies.

In 1913=~14, when the Forest Service cut ldox;vn the number of ranger
districts and formed larger administrative uni;ts; there were still eleven

:/’ &
ranger districts for the, 2% million acres of the two separate national

'

|
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forest units. In 1923 there were ten full=-time rangers on the Santa
Barbare National Forest. It was not until after the transfer in 1925
of over oneequarter million acres to the Angeles National Forest that
zoning of ranger districts took place to form approximately the same

seven edministrative ranger units of recent years. (See Appendix E)
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= CHAPTER VII -

PROGRESS I MANAGERENT

Horny-handed Ranrcers snd Sure~footed iules

In o public talk made by Supervisor Slosson in 1904, he said: "“The
main feature of our plan of protection is to have rangers having
judegment, muscle and nerve." The rangers of Los Padres HNational Forest
have been somewhat noted through the years for two things,-=their ability
to perform hard manval labor, and ownership of dependable horseflesh.

One ranger of early doys, loceted in an isolated section of the esst
side, was an outstendincly hard worker and a good horseman. He lasted
only one season, howesver, because his hill-billy way of existence involved
a family of 13 assorted dozc and his superiors learned thet the woman who
kept house for him and his canines w;s not his mother, as he had claimed
when reporting for dutye.

Sure=~footed pack end riding mules were imnortant members of the old
Forest ornanizotion, as they still are at the present time, when the
Governmont-ovmed animals of this elass in the local string number almost
one hundred.

A biz mule packed and ridden for over 25 years by Ranger Je. D. Reyes
became o famous local charscter. 2bout the only time Reyes ever 1laid off
work on account of siclness or injury was in 1908 when this animal bucked
him off on a rocky trail, when he wos fagred out from loss of sleep during
a lengthy spell of fire-fightincs. On another occasion this mule objected
to being loaded with a larze, umvricldy water'ténk, reached back and bit

- i o aaa
his owner on the les, Reyes was lame for montlis on account of this injury.
' |
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Normally, however, the mule worked faithfully and once for over twenty
hours in the dead of winter carried a 350-pound| load of medicine and
supplies for flu-ridden residents of the Cuyams area. The animal would

|
|
work for no other than its ranger masters !
|

\
During the past decade and a half Supervisor Nash-Boulden has built

up the present "mule force™ to a hizh degree of %ei‘ficiency. A horse
trainer in his youthful days, he claims that mules can be trained to
pack almost anything moveable by wheeled vehicle, and within the weéight
of horse capacity. Faced with the necessity of ‘building fire lookout
towers, watertanks and houses on high peaks which could never be made
accessible by road, he had every last item of cénstruction for these pro-

|
Jjeots transported by mule backe To transport long lumber and heavy iron
|

girders up the steep, winding trails, Nash~Boulden and his packers de=

|

veloped g special type of packsaddle equipped with a swivel attachment.

|

By means of this, long pieces were loaded on two‘ mules and on heirpin

turns swung out over the precipices while the mx%les trod the trails in
safetye ‘

When Forest Service invented a gasoline prépelled flame~thrower for
use in backfiring no one believed that it could be worked other than from
the trailer on which it was built. Firm in his ‘belief in the "horse sense"
of mules, the local forest executive adapted this piece of equipment for
mule pack, and trained special animals to carry it. Spouting spectacular
flames, the machire made a noise like an old-fas%hioned Fourth of July,
but the trained mules stood docilely by, thus: .e.li.lowing the much needed
equipment to be worked in rugred areas where no roads existed.

Packing sick or injured persons out of the |roadless back country had

always been somewhat of a problem, so during 'a\for 1ld War 1I, NasheBoulden
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invented a special type pack saddle attechment

which the ocasualty could be safely trensportod

100.

to a stokesbasket on

fn the back of a single

mule, as against the traditional method of a 1i.§'l:ter svung between two

pack animalse This stretcher unit is now being patented to the United

States Govermment.

Roads ard Traills

One of the main activities of the early-daTy rangers was construction

and maintenance of trails, An old diary of Ra.n‘ger William Be Whitalker

1
covering the period from July 1, 1800, to lMay 5;1, 1901, shows the greater

part of his time devoted to such work.

In a report to lisshington dated December 14, 1904, Forest Suvervisor

Slosson stated that there was a total of 147 miles of existing trails on

the Zaca leke and Pine 1., and Santa Ynez Reserves when these were ori=

£inally withdrawn, and thet 232 miles of additional trails and one trail

bridge had been constructed since up to that date. Seventy-five miles

of this new construction wes represented by a ©
the Santa Ynez Range, south from Gaviota Pass.

1905 indicate that most of the trail system of

rail along the summit of
 Reports in the spring of

L
the two reserves was

washed away by heavy rains the preceding wintere Trail construction work

was heavy that spring and Acting Supervisor L.

Ao, Barrett, in his report

to the Forester on March 31, 1905, said thet he had made it a point to

spend at lsast half his time with the rangers in their trail camps, and

to personally loy out ard supervise the comstruction of all new trailse

A lot of the early=-dsy trail construction

was somewhat sketchy and

the total distance of standard Governmment treils on the Santa Barbara and




3 T3 — 34 — 3 —a —3a 3z 3 =3 3

@‘_

E

101.

Montercy Mational Forests in 1911 was roported as 134 miless Fivo years
leter this figure had reached 411 miles, eand by 1920, the total was 871
miles, plus 471 miles inside the Forost bounderies bullt by privete partiese
In 1924, the mileege of standard trails had reached 1,367 milese On

June 31, 1944, the total milease of useable trails, built with Government

and cooperative funds, was 2,204,

Somotimes overezeaslous rangers trying to make their respective terri-
|

tory more esccessible made errers on locatien, a.fnd the following letter
was vritten to the forcst surervisor in 1927 by an irate homesteader
on discovering a new trail across a corner of his land:

"Dear Sir: You have a Rainger Here on the §espe Creek by the
Name of Williem Bower who built a trail over my rench without
my consent = The demage is {200.00 Two Fundred NO LESS « IO
IESS Please make check for the amount."

ILos Padres hes relstively a much smaller milesge of roads than the
average natlonal forest area in California. A3 late as 1914, the Forost

total was only ten miles of road built with Government or cooperative

funds, and part of this mileage was abandoned a year or two latere Wo

meterial road construction took place for years efter that, the total at
the end of 1921 being 25 miles, This had grov-’xjt to 45 in 1925, and to 50
in 1927, Rangers from other units during the v?finter months were detailed
to help local rangers in Southern California oﬁ rocd and trail construce
tion, but in Los Padres area their work wos maiinly confined to trailse

As indicetive of the trasportation develoylment which has taken nlece
in Los Padres rezion generally, is the written record left by two of the

lonterey supervisors, both decessed. Supervisor Tyler, having business

in the tovms of Carmel end lonterey, early ﬁ'ne Sunday started out by
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autorobile from Salinas Valley for the points ng.med. The machine stalled
time and again, and after a hard day trying to éush the car up the hills
it was necessary to lay over and finish the trip by horsebacke In March,
1916, Supervisor Sloan vrote a detailed accoxzn'b?to e Hing City newspaper
of his trip by auto from that place to Escondido, a short day's run at
presents It took Sloen six long days = ard niglga'bs = to meke the trip in
his femily car, Pulled out of the mud time andiag:ain by farmers! teams,
it was somotimes nocessary to camp overnight near the last mudhole in
which the machine was steslled. ;‘

Feavy road=building equipment bhegan to bec%me aveilable to the local
unit in 1628 and with Federel funds bocked by cooperative county money,
8 considerable progrom of road and truck trail construction was embarked
upon, 576 miles of these secondary rosds beiﬁg built between 1928 and
1835« During the period 1936 to 1940, this road construction program
slackened, end only 160 miles of new road were built during this period.
Comparatively little road construction has been| cerried on since except
for projects used in commection with training of the armed forces and
those providing access to quicksilver deposits needed during wartime.

The higher standard roads and forest highways were mainly cooperative

projects in which a large portion of the costs \jvere borne by the counties,

\
The most ambitious of these were the El Camino Cielo, the Coast Ridge

Road, the Nacimiento Road, and Foutain Drive. El Cemino Cielo was laid
out for 96 miles along the summit of the Santa iiYnez Range, following the
trail route of early dayse The final completfaci{ project involves a con=-
nection with Highway 101 above Caviota Pass ‘an‘d with Highway 399 adjacent

to Ojai Valley. The Coast Ridge Rond, a somoewhat similar scenic drive
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|
slong the swmit of the Coast Range in.Monterey;County, is 26 miles in
lengthe The Nacimiento Road is approximately 17 miles in lengthe lNoun=-
tain Drive, 11 miles leng, is purely a Sanfa Ba#bara sponsored project,

located just above the county metropolise :

Cooperative construction on the El Camino Cielo was sbandoned in
1940 by which time 65 miles had been completed, Santa Barbara County
heving furnished funds for the oilling of 15 miles of the projecte The
total cost up to that time was $472,782 .66, Mo@ntain Drive, connecting
the El Camino Cielo project with the city of Santa Barbara, was built by
the county in 1935-36 at a cost of 222,500 D&e to the heavy use of
rolief roll labor used in its construction, it %s also locally knovm as
"Depression Drive". Cooperatively with the coun vy, the Forest Service
later extended the lountain Drive project on a less elaborate scale 14

miles further to the Gibraltar Dam end the Santa Ynez River, at a cost

of $91,410.

The Coast Ridge Forest Highway, of which 20 of 26 miles have been

completed as a dirt road, was built entirely byﬂthe Forest Services Regu=

lar Forest Service crews, CCC enrollees and Staﬁe and county work relief
crews, all have had a hand in construction of tﬁe Nacimiento Road, started
in 1931 and completed in 1237, Beceuse of the lerge amount of donated
labor the cost of this laste-named project shows only as $74,753 on Los
Padres records. . }

The bigrest truck trail projects were the Indians Road extending

almost 20 miles south fror Arroyvo Seco to a comnocction at Indians Guard

Station with a road entering from Salinas Vallel, end the Buckhorn Road,
l

winding for approximately 50 miles through the Qeart of the southern
o

-~
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section of the Forest and providing a conmecting link between the Coast
area end Cuyama Valley.

The Indisns Road was completed in 1940 at a cost, including spurs,
of $202,366. The Buckhorn Road, used only for forest administration and
fire protection and not open to public travel, was gradually pushsd through
between 1928 end 1939, providing access by motor wehicle to a large area
of back countrye The total cost of this 50 miles of construction was
$175,744.

As illustral ing the difficulties of local truck trail construction,
the following three cases are cited: DRetween 1935 and 1940, 14,7 miles
of road were built up the Sespe River, the cost being $56,000. During
the years 1935 to 1937, a road wvas pusﬁed up Santa Paula Canyon to serve
as bad firc area, the 5.6 miles completed on the project costing $32,116.
Four ard one~half miles of truck trail up Sisar Canyon on the 0jai
district, built between 1933 and 1937, cost $45,965° All three of these
projects were constructed with CCC labor,

On June 30, 1944, inventory of the road system of los Padres Forest
showed a total of 1,390.7 miles, with a book value of $3,978,737.16.
Towever, this inocluded 603.7 miles of roads acquired by the Forest Service
without cost - roads built by mining interests and abandoned, and short
roads built by stockmen and others - with an inventory value of £623,142,
Many of these old roads sre maintained by the Forest Service to provide
wheeled vehicle access to fires in their vicinity. As indicetive of the
close relationship of the local national forest with outside lands, 320
miles of these acquired roads are outside the nafional forest boundary,

and 33 of these old stub road projects, involving 104 miles, have no
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extension inside the naticnal forest at all.

Mejor higlway project construction and betterment by State and county
agencies of the routes now traversing or paralleling Los Padres Forest
continued at a fast pace through the 1930'se On October 22, 1933, U. S.
Highway 399, one of the few mountain highweys in the State on which tunnel
construction was necessary, was opened with appropriate cereroniese. This
project, fought for for years by Kern and Ventura Counties! interests,

was characterized locally as "a dream come true". This Ventura-Maricopa

"Highwey, incicdentally, followed in general the wagon road survey mede

through the mountein range in 1891. In 1937, U. S. Higlway No. 1 became
a complete project when the last links were finished as an oiled highway.
Even through the recent war years higlrray construction has been pushed in

the local ares as a military necessity.

Comrmunicetion Systems

In the early days of Forest Service administration, dependence vras
placed on commercial telephone lines and farmers's projects for communi=-
catione Even with the small amount of funds available, telephone lines
construction in the Sante Barbara and Monterey National Forests had
reached a totel of 108 miles by June 30, 191l. In 1916 this mileage
had grovn to 173, and by 1925 there was a total of 249 miles on the
consolideted Santa Barbera Foreste

Hot only did the rugged terrain make telephone line construction
extremely difficult but imported telephone poles came highe In 1927,
local rangers found a readily available subs‘;i’cute for wooden poles in

condemned railroad boiler flues, 18 feet long and 2+ inches in diemcter
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which were flattened and then drilled to hold bolted telephone brackets.
Supervisor Mendenhall reported, "I am very much enthused on this scheme
of telephone line constructione”

In 1932 there were 522 miles of Forest Service telephone lines on the
Santa Barbara National Foreste The advent of the CCC progrem the follow=
ing year provided an impetus to construction and has been responsible for
most of the additional 300 miles built sincee. Because of its widely
scattered area there are two distinct telephone systems on Los Padres
Forest, that of the main division and that of the lionterey division.
Telephone communication between the forest supervisor's office and the
north end of the Forest is over cormercial linese.

The more general use of the radio in reoént years hes proved a valu=-
able supplement and ,lso a substitute for telephone communicetion on
Los Padrese At the present time there are 100 radio sets of different
types in use on the Forest, and a yearlong radio technician has been

employed for the past several yearse

Structural Improvements

Between 1898 and 1908 the local rangers had to be content with tent
domiciles, or with living quarters in cabins on abandoned homesteads
and mining claimse In the last-named yesr ranger cabins were built at
Cerro Alto, Figueroa, lite Pinos and Los Prietos. Los Prietos, formerly
called Santa Ynez, was then, as now, an important center, and the dwelling
built there - still in use - was the most elaborate, costing .635, ex-
clusive of the ranger lebor respomsible for building ite The Mte Pinos

cebin, enduring till 1935, when it was wrecked by a falling tree, cost
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$200s Rengers built the Figueroa cabin with $50 with which they were
furnished to buy other than native building materislse A dwelling cost=
ing $208 was built at Cuyama in 1918, The Tejon Ranger Station plant
built at Tejon during early days was leter entirely destroyed by fires
In 1928, the cost of dwellings was around $1,000 to $1,500 for each
building, the bulk of the construction work still being done by contri=
buted time of rongers and guardse The modern ranger stations and guards!
headquarters found on Los Padres Forest at present nearly all represent
structures built since the start of the CCC program in 1933. The most
up~to-date district ranger headquarters such as those at King City, 0jai
and Los Prietos have all come into being within the last decade.

The first standard fire lookout on t he Forest was constructed on
Frazier 'te in 1917, MNostly a home-~made affair, its total cost, including
an 8-foot pole tower was 4590, Figueroa lte lookout building, elevated
on a 1l2=-foot wooden tower, did not follow till six years later, and cost
$1,246, In 1923, also, La Cumbre was built, the 12-foot tower ard build-
ing costing $1,263. &11 of these older fire lookouts are still in
service, as is the Cone Peak on the }onterey district, built in the seme
yeare

Hi )Xte lookout observatory and tower were built in 1926, the present
building end 12-foot steel tower on Chews Ridge in 1929, and the Santa
Paule building and 10=-foot tower in 1930. The balence of the primary
lookout plants on the Forest were built befween 1934 and 1936, the cost
ranze of each building rumming from a minimum of 31,530 for the plant on
McPherson Peak to 3,589 for the Branch lite lookout house and its 30=fo0t
steel tower. There is an exception to this;in the case of the Topa Topa

lookout observetory and its 30-foot steel tower. This plant wes built

-
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.aftor the others and cost §6,117. Some experts ccnsidered it impossible

to build this structure on Topa Topa since it was a long day's pack trip,
going and returning, between the spire-~like summit and a spring six miles
dovn the mountainside which off'ered the only level camping spot where
mules and horses could reste Of the 25 primary lookouts on Los Padres
Forest, 14 are accessible by saddle and packhorse travel orlye. In Los
Padres lookout construction, the one building serves both as observatory
and living quarters.

In addition to its vital need and use for irrigation, water for fire=-
fighting purposes and recreational use was au ever=present Los Padres
problem, and heavy investments were made in multiple use water development
projectse Surprisingly enough, an ample supply of potable water has been
developed for the use of most of tho larger public camp groundse 1ﬂrter
development accounted for a larse part of the $50,000 investment in the
extensive Vheeler Gorge Putlic Campe The Abbot Lakes development, which
includes a series of well-built, modern camp grounds extending a consi=-
derable distance dovmstream on the Arroyo Seco, involved, all told, an
investment of $57,930. This included a long pipeline and the creation of
two small artificial laokes. Ilonterey County cooperated materially in the
developmont of this extensive project which is the main outdoor mountain
recreation area for residents of the nearby, hot Salinas Valleye

As a substitute for natural sprines, Los Padres officers started
construction of water cetclment basins in 1934 at suitable spots along
rosds and truck trails in the dry hillse. They scooped out sarer~like
uepressions of aporoximately 1,000 square ygrds in extent on which was
spread a waterproof flooring of asphalt mixture. One of these artificially-

created watersheds delivered epproximately 10,000 gallons of watsr into

T.
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a covered concrete tenk during the winter rainse Since the concrete
tank, or reservoir, is built mostly underground, there is practically

no loss from evaporation during the ensuing dry season. (See Appendix F)

land Users and Forest Homesbteads

When the forest reserves were first set asi:de, the General Land
O0ffice, and later the Forest Service, did everything possible to protect
the rights of homesteaders and squatters to ths extent sometimes of even
recommending for patent, homestead claims in connection with which there
had been rather scant compliance with the homestead law,

Ee Po Bean, a2 homestecader neer Pozo, located his quarter section in
the 1890%'s, | There wes little agricultural land on the claim but the
claimant spent considerable time camping therecon and doing some gesture
farming. In October, 1909, Renger E. Se Maimwvaring, officially examining
the claim, found a 8' x 8! windowless pine log cabin, five feet high, with
a hole in the roof for a chimney, but no stove below the flue vent. Some
patchy cultivation and a little rough fencing had been done. Bean had a
crippled wife, end doctor bills kept him in straitened circumstances, so
there was probably some official sympathy for the homesteader when the
General Lend Office granted patent to Bean for the claim on April 4, 1910,

On recommendations of the Forest Service the General Land Office in
1912 cancelled the homostead claim of ‘Elena Avila on San Antonio Creek in
the Monterevaorest , & cese which had been on the Govermment books since
1901s The claimant contested the case but detailed investigation disclosed
that there had never been more then one acre of land under cultivation at

any time, and that the only improvements on the place was an unfinished
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stone hut, open to wind and weather.

Another old homestead case inwvestigeted by Ranzer Maimvraring wos
§ Y & &

“that of Lpifanio Borenda, located on the San Luis district. BRorandats

wife had a patented olaim adjoining and he was desirous of adding to the
family land holdingse .hen the claim was {inally cancelled in 1911, the
rangexr testified that the only improvements on the land was a roofless
cabin, and the only household utensils an iron pot and a broken heating
stove.

About the time the ionterey Forest Reserve was created, l¥iss Julia C.
Pfeiffer filed a homesteod claim on the unigue and valuable quarter sec-
tion of Government lend now included in Pfeiffer 3esch. The Pfeiffer
fomily were well to do stoclmen, who by buying out disgruntled homew
steaders in the vicinity had built their land holdings up to 3,000 acres.
Their ranch hesdquarters was located 25 miles by sea from the city of
Yontereys 17iss Pfeiffer her=df was a competent all-around farmer and
stock~raiser, ond manased the family holdingse.

Tie youns women relinguished her claim to the Govermment in 1908, but
later revived the case. leanwhile, she had built a three-room honse on
the land and done considerable fencing., She was quite frank in admitting
that she wanted the land but did not intend to comply with the resident
requirements of the Zomestead Lawe. A forest guard who interviewed her
regarding her cleir wrote, "Miss Pfeiffer says she would not live on the
iand. she listed for the whole countrye.e.ssShe says she thought when she
listed the lemd that one did not *hafto! live on the land for five years."
The case dragred on for ten years, when it was cancolled on the basis

g LN §

that there was not sufficient cultivable land on the claim to consiitute
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a farm unite. -
\

In 1912, there were only 16 bﬂ\%hese 0ld unpatented homostesd claims
on tﬁé Santa Barbara Forest. Neanwhgle, the Act of June 11, 1906, or
Forest Homestead Law, had gone into effect. While the land hunser of the
second decade of the century brought the usual "homesteader" troubles to
the local rangors, they were spared a considerable volume of the same bee
cause the Forest Homestead Lew specifically excluded lands in Santa
Barbara and San Iuis Obispo Countiese. The bulk of the local Forest
Homestead applications centered in the Monteféy canyons, the Ventura
front line, the Cuyama section and on the east side of the Forest.

As on other national forests, there was a tendency on the part of
many to try to secure title to a piece of land for purposes not at all
intended by the Forest Homestead Lawe. Sometimes when an application was
denied, the applicant squatted on the land covered by his application.

Joim Foley, characterized in off'icial records as "a tough hombre"
domesticated himself on a piece of land near the Tejon Ranger Station
and caused local forest officers considerable trouble before final evice
tione Betweon 1919 and 1924 he fenced in a considerable area, even build-
ing a fence across a public road. Forest officers in the lionterey Division
were called upon in 1911 to hélp pacify a similer squatter thers who
hed threastened to burn out his more prosperbus neighborse. The usual
type of squatter-homestcader was in evidence on all parts of the Forest
arese

One Forest Homestead case involved Herber He. Cooper who wanted a
quarter section of land north of Ojai Valley for a bee pasture, adjoining
land which his family owned. In protestihg the Forest Service rejection

of his application, he arzued that his father - a Civil War veteran = had
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used the land for this purpose for many years, anyway; that he wanted to
get married and settle down; thet he desired to live as close as possible
to relatives, and that the land involved was just as good farm land as
other areas listed for opening to settlement and entry under the Forest
Lonestead Lew.

To save land valuable for public use but frankly submarzinal from an
agriculbural standpoint, locsl forest officers had areas withdrawn for
administrative use. A total of 76 administrative sites were withdrawm
up to 1913, but that year 16 of them were releasede Other withdreawals
and releases action through the years left 45 of these sites still in
existence in 1944, most of whichbre in ective use for the purpose with-
drawne |

In accordance with the program of the Secretary of Agriculture to

settle for ell time the matter of reputed esricultural lands within notion-

al forests, George iiller of the Regional Office in San Francisco headed
up the job of land classification on the local Forest during the years
1917 to 1919, the final land clessification rerort being approved by the
Secretary of Agriculture tay 6, 1919, This detailed land examination
produced no potential agriculturel areas of sufficient size to make
livable farm unitse

The larger part of the Forest Homestead business was confined to
the east side, the area transferred to the Angeles liational Forest in
1925, ‘lithin the present Los Padres, there was a total of 342 homesteads
applied for, of which 95 wore non=-actionable, 58 rejected, and 189 listed
with the Gereral ILand Office for opening to settlement and entrye The
189 approved honestesds units, which later became mainly sub-marginal

farms or private pasture lands, embraced 27,389 acres.
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Forest officers were always willing to issue a special use permit
to prove or disprove some dpplicant's contention that a certein piece of
land was agricultural in character, and cultivation permits for small
areas became a feature in local forest land use administration. This
policy of "trial farming" saved a lot of'submarginal farmland from passe
ing ;nto pfivate ownership and permittees themselves in some cases from
developing homesteaders' misanthropy. It also sometimes proved a thorn
in the fiesh for local forest officers. An extreme case of the trouble=-
sone squatter type special use permittee was that of Mary L. Co Norman -
for years known locally by the appellation of "Niggzer Mary".

Nary Norman, evidently of mixed negro and Yexican blood, in her
younger days was a famous cook in the Virginia City mining region. At
the start, in 1919, local forest officers covld see no harm in granting
her an agricultural special use permit for a small piece of land on
Nacimiento Creek on which to spend her declining yearse Iliary imported
her Nexican paramour, end almost immediately trouble developed., The ram-
shackle fences built by her "steady" lexican friend and other dark-hued
male companions who camped with her from tie to time, became a menace to
livestocke Her male companions were also sccused by nearby settlers of
sometimes making off with a calf or hoge Anyway, domestic animals disap-
pegred occasionally without leaving the slightest trace, although actual
theft could never be provene.

As time went on liary became more and more attached to the little
domain over which sh» ruled, but since there was gonerally a niggor =
and perhaps a Kexican and Indian Romeo also =« in her private woodpile,
plus the fact that she was usually in arrears in payment of special use

fees, local administrators decided to cancel the permite District Renger
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Harry Ao Hunt wrote to the supervisor in November, 1920, of the suspected
stock-stealing propensities of Mary's cohorts, and added, "lrs. Norman

1®

is living in violation of the laws of matrimony." Mary had formed an
attachment for the land, however, and refused to be evicted.

Nigger Mary was a prolific letter writere She frequently wrote the
President himself, sometimes in fairly good Spanish, at other times in
decidedly poor Englishe In an effort to get her away from the locality,
nearby settlers often badgered her, end once she wrote the forest super-
visor:

"People in this district they tell me i1 am not living in the land
that the Forest rent meessI want evtry right and be peacebly with
ebroy Bodyse.pleas tell me if the land is Down the Rivers or up
the Rivers from where i am libing."

There was no way of getting lligger Hary off the land without moving
her bodily. As she grew older her mental powers failed and she became
obsessed with the beliel that "her" land was extremely rich in mineral
wealthe When District Ranger Virgil Delapp was undertaking eviction pro-
ceedings, she wrote in Spanish to "Herbert Hoover, President and Ruler of
our Republic", intimating that her personal attitude towards forest con-
servation and the rich values of "her" land justified her being allowed
to remain thereone She continued:

"I write to your majesty in regard to business of this same
federal govermment hoping thet you will not ignore because
our former President, Calvin C. Coolidme has no doubt in=-
formed you of what I am going to sayvecssIt is pertaining to
the business of Federal ¥ines which I have discoverede I
am 70 years of ame and I desire that when I meet the most

powerful ruler, our Lord, that he will open my vision to
find that mineoe..The test of silver was 60 and gold 335 to

the tons It also contains aluminum, iron and magnesiume
I trust my dear Sir that your Vajesty will attend “co this
matter "

Both Forest officers and local residents finally accepted Nigger Kary
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as a more or less harmless fixture in her little mountain retreate. In
her dotage she was an object of charity of her neighbors and even of local
officialse Her male companions had left or died off, one by one, and she
spent the last yeers on the land alone except for a small bunch of chickens
roaming at will over the premises, and even roosting on her bed.

In 1940 ocounty relief officials finally prevailed on liary to leave
the land she had occupied for over twenty years. The site was cleaned
up by forest cofficers and the old shack burned. Frﬁm a charitable insti-~
tution, during one of her lucid intervels, she wrote the local forest
supervisor's office, "i have taken all my thing from Hacimiento house
where 1 live for yecar so the place all vacant i am thanking you very
kindly."

Special use permits cover a wide range of land use in Los Padres
Forest, apiaries, resorts, churches and telephone lines being included
in the list and particularly ia later years, considerable military instal-
lations e

There being no commercial timber worthy‘of thg name on Los Padres
Forest, special uses, outside of the relatively few summer home residences,
are connected mainly with the agricultural interests of the regione. The
same is true of the land exchanzes made during the past twenty yearse The
first land exchange case in 1915 covered 1560 acres of Goverrment land
exchenged for ean equal aree of private land. By 1933, six cases had been
consummated through which the Government secured title to 2,471 acres of
private land. To date tho Covermment has acquired 6,631 acres in exchange
for which it deeded to private owvmers 6,798 acrese. The largest land ex-
change case wes that negotiated with the Kern County Land and Cattle

Compony in 1940, by which the Forest Service secured 3,494 acres of lands
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extremely valuable Tor public use located on the timbered slopes of

3te Pinose

Reforestation

During tho early days of Land Office administration and carrying
over into the period of the present Forest Service supervisicn, there
seemed to be an obsession on the part of the local public to demand the
replacement of the native chaparral covor by coniferous forestse. Forest
rengers did their best to oblige in the matter of converting the brush
hillsides into pine forests. )

In 1900, Forest Supervisor Slosson reported to the Commissiomer of
the General Land Office that "considerable seeding has been done by rangers
during 1899 and 1900 resulting in large numbers of pine seedlings two
inches above ‘the ground." In the summecr of 1201, however, he recorded
that these had all died with the coming of hot, dry weather. In 1901,
also, local rangers diligently gathered pinon nuts for reseeding burned
ereas. There was a bumper crop of these that year.

In 1904~5, o tree nursery was established on a well-watered five=-
acre tract on the mountain rénch of Patrick Kinevan, 15 miles from
Santa Barbara. The project continued for some years, the Quaker Club -
en organization of wealthy city resicdents = cooperating in its establish-
ment and mainbenancees Some excellent pine groves developed from this
venture, but they were on the better valley lands of the rich men's
estates and not on the rugged hills of the public foreste

In }arch and April, 1906, besides carefully sowing 127 pounds of
seeds, the locsl rangers planted 30,000 trecs in the Santae Ynez Range.

Those trees were two-year ol stocl of various coniferous species importe
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ed several miles by pack mule to Pasadena, shipped from thet point by
railroad to Santa Barbara, hauled five miles by team and wagon, then
packed egain by mule to the planting areae. District Ranger Je. D. Reyes
in 1910 planted almost single-handed 163 acres with Jeffrey pine in the
Lockwood and Piru areas, and in the vicinity of Ozena, the planting stocl
being hauled by wagon from railhead at Venturae to Ojai Valley, then
packed in by mule.

Three fair-sized tree nurseries were in operation on the Forest in
1910 and planting work continued until 1812, after which it was meinly
confired to renger station sites on more favorable land and later to
public camp grcundse.

Rangers were wont to plant trees - any species =~ in time they could
spare from their other duties and although records exist on the matter
it was probably tho late Ranger E. S. MNaimvaring who planted four and a
half' acres of eucalyptus on San Bernardo Creek on the San Luis district,
In 1929 a survey of this hand planted forest showed 900 red gum and 1,200
blue gun trees, eight to twenty-four inches in diameter and 50 to 70 feet
high.

Here and there on favored sites embraced in used and abandoned ranger
stations can be found groves of individual bhedl thy trees, otherwise little
vestipe remains of the heavy field planting done during the first decede
of the century. Limited plantings of cork oak were made on the Nonterey
armd San Luis districts in the mid twenties, but prscticelly all the trees
died for lack of attention. The possibility of extensive plantations of
thie species on Los Padres Forest came to the fore again in VWorld War II

when considerable experimental planting was carried on.
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CooEeration

local residents have generally taken a deep interest and considereble
pride in their adjacent mountain lands. Federal funds for the local Forest
development were slow in coming and in the years just prior to World War I
county supervisors commenced matching Federal appropriations for the conse
truction of roads and trails and for other development work on the nation-
al forest area within their respective ocounties. These cooperative funds
weore responsible for many of the Forest Service improvements constructed
fifteen to twenty=-five years backe The cooperative county appropriations
became such a regular annual procedure that there was built vp what becane
officially known as the Southern California Improvement Funde. In 1929,
there was a balance ot one time in this fund of 3125,000 for the use of
the Sante Barbara National Forest and its three sister national forests
south of Tehachapio,

Prior to the transfer in 1925 of 265,000 acres to the Angeles Natione
al Forest los Angeles County was a heavy contributor to cooperative devel-
opment work on the Senta Barbara National Forest, allotting $10,000 to
$15,000 %o that unit annmuallye. While from 1913 to 1912 Santa Barbera
County made an allotment of a few hundred dollars annrually for improvement
worl: on their local netional forest, the voard of supervisors in 1912 upped
this to $5,000. In 1923 there was expended in this county on cooperative
Forest Service projects $14,150, half Federal and half county money. In
1927, $21,000, and the year following $14,600 was similerly spent. In
the year of 1926 Santa Barbara County contributed 6,000 end Sante Berbara
city $3,125 towards national forest project worke The joint amount spent

in 1931 by Santa Barbara County and the Forest Service, working cooper=-
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atively, ond mainly on road projects, was 45,008« In 1932, a total of
36,100 was expendeds

On an approximate fifty-fifty besis, cooperative national forest
projects in Ventura County cost $5,122 in 1923; 46,000 in 19263 in 1330
and 1931, 16,000 each year, and in 1933, 321,343, San Luis Obispo County,
with a smaller aree of naotionel forest land, conbributed a small amount
anruallye. In 1926, thet county allotted {802.00 for national forest
cooperative work, and $1,985 in 1929,

For national forest cooperative development work lionterey County con=
tributed 351,000 to :!1,500 annually from 1919 to 1325; 16,000 annually
from 1926 to 1932, and 34,850 in 1933, Besides this regular appropriation
for forest project work, tonterey County spent an additional $25,000 on
coonerative road construction, mainly on the Nacimiento Forest Highlway.

In fire prevention and suppression, Los Padres Forest has worked in
close cooperation with the State Division of Forestry in Kern, San Iuis
Obispo end lLionterey Counties, and with the county forestry azencies handling
that work outside the national forest in Ventura and Ssnta Barbera Counties.
Since many of the fires which later reach the mountain area start outside
the netional forest boundary, frequently Sitate or county forces are found
working side by side with the U. S. Forest Service on borderline fires.
Signed agreements, dofining the responsibilities of each azency , ere
brought up to date anmmally.

Many individual cooperators have contributed materially to the pro-
tection and development of public interests in Los Padres Foreste Dwignt
Iurphy, of Santa Barbara, built up an elaborate headquarters plant of
houses, barns and ﬁaterworks vnder special use permit on public lands at

Tos Prietos. Deciding to build a new plant on his own' lands, he sold the
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old one complete to the Forest Service in 1939 for $15,000, thereby
econonically solving the Forest's problem of a comnlete ranger district
headquarters plant at that place.

About the same time George Owen Knapp, retired capitalist and philan=
thropist, donated to the Forest Service dwellings and auxiliary builde
ings which he had constructed on Agua Caliente for a summer home. In
building a new plant on his own land at Indian Caves in the heart of the
Senta Ynez Range, Mr. IKnapp made his water facilities available to the
Forest Service for fire protection. Incidentally, the new Xnapp home is
a replice of a pioneer Western trading post such as Fort Laramie, Bent's
Fort and similar fortified frading centers along the old emigrant trails.
George Owen Knapp, one of the wealthiest and most public-spirited citizens
of Saenta Barbara, was always an ardent conservationist. As a gesture of
good will, for years he used to stage an anmual party for the local
ranger forceo |

Dwright Goddard, head of the Santa Barbara branch of a religious cult,
turned both the buildings and the 40 acres of land on which they were
located over to the Forest Service, including a somewhat ornate temple
vhich he had built for the members of his secte. The Goddard Place is nrow
one of the popular public camp srounds in the Santa Ynez liounteainse Leand
was donated by different public spirited orgenizations for administrative
sites at the Cormel and Salmon Creek Guard Stations in lionterey County;
at Pozo in San Luis Obispo County; at Pine Canyon in northern Santa
Barbara County, and at Temescal in Ventura County.

For the years prior to the outbreak of ‘World VWar 1I, a Forest
Advisory Committee, organized by Supervisor S. A. Nash-Boulden and

County Farm Advisor Sydney Ae Anderson, met at stated intervals in
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round table session to thresh out national forest and related problems
affecting public land use. This committee was composed of representatives
from land-using groups and organizations such as livestock producers,
sportsmen, public utility companies and Federal, State and county officials
from all parts of Santa Barbara County. This group did much to smooth
out multiple use problems in connsction with national forest administratim
and present plans involve its revival after the war is over.

During recent war years the closest possible cooperation has existed
between the Forest Service on=umsw«hwmd and the various civilian defense
organizations, the Americsn Red Cross and other wartime bodiese Coop=
erative agreements are in effect between the local national forest and
different nublic utilities operating within and adjacent to different
sections of the Forests For many years past funds to pay cooperative
fire patrolmen have been furanished by the city of Santa Barbara and by
the adjacent Nontecito “iater District, and expenses of patrolmen have

been partly paid in past years in other sections.

CCC, Wira and ERA (WPA)

Until 1933, regular Federal apnropriations, supplemented by the so-
called Southern California Improvement Fund, were responsible for neerly
all development work on Los Padres National Forest. 1In the spring of
that year, President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Civilian Conservation Corps
program got under way and for the first time in history the Forest Ser-
vice had adequate fire-fighting man power of its own, besides men and
equipment for needed development vork.

During 1933, Los Padres Forest had as many as 17 CCC camps, manned

by full comprinies , in operation at one timee Some of the camps established
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and occupied that first year and during the immediate succeeding years
were located at Arroyo Séco, jacimiento, Fizueroa, Sunset Valley, Pine
Canyon, Avenales, Bates Canyon, Cuyama Valley, Big Pine, San Narcos
Surmit, Refugio, lono, Gibraltar, Juncal, Matilije Creek, “iheeler Gorse,
Sisar Canyon, Senror Canyon, Lower Sespe and Los Prietos.

The CCC progrsm imposed a tremendous volume of work on the forest
supervisor and stoaff, and district rangers, somewhot complicated by the
fact that camps were located in two separate districts, necessitating
dealing with two sets of Army overhead. A big problem slso was the side,
or spike camps. The Army, responsible for the different phases of the
enrollees! daily living, educetion, health and welfare, ruch preferred
to have all the personnel in a company together in one large cemp, Wwhile
the Forest Service looked upon the CCC orgenization mainly as a medium
of getting work accomplished.

Towards the end of the thirties, with the shrinkage of the CCC pro=-
grar, the number of camps on Los Padres was reduced to three, loceted at
Arroyo Seco, Los Prietos and Piedra Biunca, tho latter camp being mowved
during the summer months to }t. Pinos, :ith war impending, a veterans!
canp, consisting of older men who were ex-members of the ermed forces,
was estehlished on I'ission Creek on the new Funter-Lipzett iilitary Reserw
vation. For the l-ost three vesrs of its existence, the Piedre Blanca
Carp wos manned exclusively by negro eurcllees==boys dravn from the
colored district of Los Angeles.

The four CCC camps mentioned in the preceding paragraph remained on
she Forest during 1941, mvch reduced in company strensth by labor demands

in wor plents and by military conscription. The Piedra Blanca camrp was
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disbanded early in 1942 and the Los Prietos in May of that year, when
enrollees there were replaced by conscientious objectors assigned to a
Citizens' Public Service campe That left only the veterans cemp at
liission Creek and a skeletonized company at Ar:.ro:,ro Seco. This last-named
canp was moved to Chorro Creek on the San Luis Military Reservation to
work.on military projects. The entire CCC program was disbanded June 30,
1942,

Besides fire-fighting activities, reforestation, erosion control,
range reseeding and major upkeep of existing improvements, the work of
the Civilian Conservation Corps on Los Padres Forest was responsible for
the bulk of the permenent improvements shown in the Appendixe. A considerw
able number of the mors permanent type of i‘oi'est guards, including both
those now on military furlough and those especially exempted from mili=-
tary service to carry on fire protection work, were drawn from the CCC
enrollee ranks, in line with the CCC youth ﬁraining programe

Under the Nira program of forest development coming almost simule
taneously with that of the CCC, the national forest provided employment
for approxzimately 150 men during parts of 1933 and 1934, Camps from which
the laber was used in construction of roads, trails and other fire pro=-
tection projects were maintained ot Cachuma Saddle, San Iuis Obispo, in
the lower Cuyama Valley and at Coast Ridge in Montercy County.

There was no scarcity of relief rollworkers in the urben and valley
centers adjacent to Los Padres during the years 1933 to 1940, The ERA
branch of the %Works Progress Administration furnished workers in fluc=-
tuating numbers all over the Forest. The me’iority of these workers were
used on maintenance work, including upkeep of rosds and trails, fire

hazard reduction and cleanup of public campse The WPA labor secured
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included very few skilled workers. In using this class of lnbor it was
necessary to pick up the workers at some central point and transport them
by truck to where the viork wrs being carried one Occasionally, a group
of men could be domiciled in a carp fairly close to the vwork project,
but the restricted working hours and the low per capita output required
by WPA rules made the working of men in camps a rather poor paying propo-
sitione Some few individual ERA workers rendered mood service in such
positions as laborers in warchouses, telephons operators and minor clerks
at headquerters. The feet that two or three employees must be secured to
equal the equivalent of a full time job for one man mede the “iPA progream
difficult for locsl rangers to handle.

One of the best monuments to the Yorls Progress Administration on
Los Padrgs is an excellent higlway of 4.2 miles distance, leading from
Higlwray 150 throuzh the main public campground areas heavily used by
Sonta Barbarens to the Santa Ynez River, completed by the county with VPA
labor in the summer of 1941, This stretch of oiled road is much used also
by the Forest Service, since it provides access to the Forest's central
warchouse plant and shops, the central mule depot, =nd Los Trietos Ranger
Statione It is also probobly more heavily used by the travellin:z public

than any otner side road on lLos Padres Forest.

Wartine Activities

When notionel Aefense sctivities bezan %o oceunvy tho center of the
stese in 1040, large militery cantonments were constructed up and dovm
the comst paralleling los Padres Foreste On some military installa-

7 / (’ - - -
x;s called upon to talte over the entire construction

tions the Fore
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progreme Crows directed by forest officers worked for months on roads
and structural improvements at the big Camp Cooke training center near
Lompoo, as well as participating in work carried on by Us. Se Army Engine
eers in other sectionse.

The Hunter-Liggett }lilitary Reservation, located within and adjacent
to the southern half of the Wonterey Division, oame into active existence
in 1941, months in advence of the actual outbreak of ware Here many
thousands of troops have been trained in tank warfare and on artillery
ranzese A special use permit was issued to the Army in 1941 covering
82,000 acres of national forest lande. The War Department for the preceding
two years had been buying up the private holdings of some 15,000 acres
insile the national. forest and a much larger acreage outside, consolidating
the entire area of pational forest and private land into a military unit
of approximately 156,000 acres.

This area was adnmirably sdapted for all forms of military maneuvers,
offering a terrain which duplicated almost eny in which American troops
would be called upon to fighte The only drawback to the area as a mili=-
tary training ground was the intense fire hazard represented by the vege-
tative ground covere

Right on the start the Army asked the Forest Service to assume re-
sponsibility for fire protection on the reservation, & sizable job in
itself, since in addition to the intense inflammability of the ground
cover, the military maneuvers called for the use of almost countless tons
of live ammunition on lands where a spark was sufficient to start a
disastrous conflagratione Thon too, there was the added fire hazard of
meny ‘thousands of troops composed of officerslahd men from other sections

of tho nation entirely unacquainted with California's high summer fire

hazarde
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In addition to fire protection, the Forest Service took over the
job of handling the construction work on some of the engineering projects
needode This included tho construction of firebreaks around the exterior
boundaries of the artillery ranges and tank treining areas, the building
of main roads, truck roads, and jeep trailse Besides firebreaks and
roads, construction work included revetme;nts s bunkers and other special '
works on the firing ranges themselvese After the firebreaks were cone
structed, there was the additional work of keeping down the annual growth
thoreon. Some 100 miles of jeep roads and 75 miles of firebreaks alone
have been constructed on this military reservation.

At the start, the local forest officers had a full-sized CCC carp
from which to draw part of their labor; later a selected crew of equip=-
ment operators and patrolmen was maintained the year around as a combi=-
notion fire protection end improvement work force. lork on projects was
often carried on night and daye These trained men\x.faare supplemented by
work crews furnished by the Armye. Sometimes there were two Army divisions
training on the Iunter-Ligrett at one time.

One signal wartime service rendered by Los Padres Forest was the
conduct of Aircreft Warning Service postse As early as 1939 this work
vwas carried on on a practice basis in cooperation with Army forces by
nenning strategic peaks (usually regular lookout stations) for spotting
and reporting passing airplemes at any hour, and under all sorts of
weather conditionse By the time actual war came, reporting time between
these stations snd the military centers had been reduced to a matter of
seconds only. ' Bombs had hardly ceased dropping on Pearl Harbor on

December 7, 1941, before trained observers were enroute to these isolated



g 3 ~— 3

3

127,

stations. By midnight of that datg/ﬁa'lf dozen posts were in operation
on Los Padres, having been previously stocked with food and fuele. There
was little sleep for forest officers that nighte

The Aircraft Warning Service was a big jobe Rough trails or roads,
and stub telephone lines were built to rugged mountain summits; buildings
constructed originally for summer occupancy were made habitabls for winter
use. In most ceses it was necessary to construct new rough buildings
sufficiently durable to withstand mountain winter weather. There was
also the problem of food, fuel and water to be met - sometimes dragsed
up the mountainside by tractor and on occasion parachuted from airplanes
to the obserwvers on dutye.

Communication with some posts was entirely by radio. Their locetion
ranged from the flat floor of Carizzo Plain to the summit of Big Pine
Mountain; from Monterey Bay to Venturae. Due to its looation close to
possible approaching enemy airplanes, Los Padres Forest had a much greate-
er number of Aircraft Warning Service posts than any other national
forest in the California Region.

By Karch 10, 1942, ten posts were manned; by July 10 of the same
year, 23 were in operation, and by August 10, 1942, a total of 36 posts
were ovnerating, plus three county and State lookouts on which the air-
craft warning work was handled by the U, S. Forest Service. This number
continued in operation till Fovember 10, 1943, when a reduction was made
to 33 postss With the lessening threat of foreign invasion, the number
was gradually redvced until the final cessation of the work on June 30,
1944, In connection with this work, the Forest also operated message
centers at Pine Canyon, Cuyama, Chuchupate, Pozo and 0jai, for speedy

clenvrance of mossazes to Army centerse



~—3 3 ~ 3

128«

The Aircraft Warning Service produced probably the strangest assorte-
ment of personnel ever assembled on a netional forest -~ not excepting
even that of the relief workérs of the early 1930's. It took real
courage and determination for two observers to watch the skies week after
week for long hours on some lonely mountain peak in all sorts of weathere
Then too, during the summer months these observers served in the dual
capacity of fire lookouts, thus adding to their burden of responsibility.

Elderly couples coming out of retirement; eccentric, middle-aged
spinsters; men and women of wealth and culture; mothers and daughters
serving as a team; old miners and prospectors accustomed to the loneliness
of the mounteains; boys in their teens who later found a soldier's grave
overseas; wounded and shell-shocked veterans ﬂrom. the bottle fronts - all
were weilded into an efficient working organizaition under the impact of
war domandse The nucleus of the sky-watching “force was the old standby
forest guards who with their womenfolks ac‘civqu plunged into the new
activitye Since posts must be manned every minute of the 24 hours, wives
and children of rangers and other officers filled in as observers when
some emergency arose. At the peak of this work, including telephone and
radio operators at message centers and necessary overheed, there was a
total of nearly 100 Aircraf't Viarning Service employees on Los Padres
Foreste The human element in the work was covered in a special state-wide
history compiled for the Forest Service and Army by the writer of this
historye.

Selection and laying out of maneuver grounds for troops in training;
location of temporary military carps; services of lookouts with an
ocean view and construction of access roads to strategic mineral deposits

worc a few of the wartime activities of Los Padres officers. laps of
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specific areas prepared through the years proved of .great value to the
armed forces. Because of the great demand for gccura‘he detailed maps,

a special mapping project was carried out over a large pert of Los Padres
hinterlands during 1942 and 1943. Although much of this mapping work was
done by the most modern method of aerial reconnaissance, local rangers
with their sure~footed mules came very much into the picture in the back
countryo '

Location of lost and crashed airplanes, succor for the crews of
dovmned ships, and often the sad task of bringing out the bodies of dead
fliers, constituted recurring incidents in the lives of local forest
officers. 1In services to the air forces, Los Padres mules azain pleyed
an important role in back country areas where no other form of ground
transportation was possiblee

On April 1, 1945, the service flag of Los Padres Forest showed 48
stars for thé men nd women serving in the armed forces, and one gold
star for g forest officer lkilled in actione The places of these employees
were filled with temporary appointees so far as man~-power was availeble
and in the case of seasonal forest guards often boys in their +teens,

women lookouts, and men past the a~e Tor military service.
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= CHAPTER VIII -

FIRE PRCTECTION

Degree and Tvpes of Fire Hazard

Besides the erer-present inflemmable chaparral cover, winter rains
bring a lush carpet of annual vegetation to Los Padres, much of it on
slopes too steep for the grazing use which might serve to reduce its
densitye. Durine the summer ﬁonths this veéetation becomes bone dry,
highly inflammeble, and subject to ignition by any chance spariz,

In the averase year, over most of thg Forest's area there is no
rainfell between April and late November and during the dry season the
clirate is marked by hot, searing winds and periods of low hwmidity, which
drops someotimes to five per cent air moisture content, and lower. Rains
do not alweys materialize in late fall., In late January, 1904, the
supervisor renorted that there had been no raln for nine months, and the
1903~04 winter rains did not actually ccme till February of the latter
year « There was no December rainfall whatever at Santa Barbara in ten
of the years bhetween 1867 and 1943, and less than one-quarter of an inch
during that month in five of the other years of that periode This 76-
vear record shows also thet a cvrulative total of only .41 inches of mois-
turc has fallen in the month of July in the central part of the Forests

Another factor adding to Los Pedres high fire hazard in some sec-
tions is the close proxirity of heavily=-populated areas to the national
forest boundary. Neny fires accidentally starting from various forms
of land use burn up into the rugged hills‘whsrofthey are exceedingly

difficult to cmtrols A climatic feature in Los Padres' favor, however,
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is the almost entire gbsence of eloctric storms over most of its area.
In a twenty-yeer pericd, from 1921 to 1540, slightly over ten per cent
only of the total number of fires were caused by lightninge These mainly
occurred on the Cuyama and }t. Pinos ranger districtse. There were only
six fires out of a total of 285 from this cause durirg the years 1941

to 1944, inclusive.

Barly Day Fires

Records of fires in the olden days are e#ceedingly meagere Those
which were kept by the Ilission Fathers were largely destroyved during
the period of Mission secularization. That.the Spanish conquerors of
Californis were fully alive to the suwmmer fire hazerd is evidenced by
a fire prevention order issued by Jose Joaquin Arrilage, governor of the
province, on May 31, 1798. This order, circulated among the Missions,
threatened Indian neophytes with the "rigors of justice", should a fire
result from any act of carelessness on their parﬁ.

Richard Henry Dana records a great fire which swept the mountains
adjacent to the pueblo of Sante Barbara about 1823+ According to infor-
mation furnished Dana by local residents, the heat zenerated by this
fire was so great that the entire populstion was forced to leave the
town and camp for several days on the beache Wild lond fires ringed the
same town in October, 1869, and again in October, 1871, destroying orch-
ards and s tructural improvements. In the latter year, the heat was so
great during the progress of one fire that the temperature shot up from
60 to over 100 degrees viithin en hour's time.

In June, 1877, residents of Santa Barbara County turned out en masse
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to fight a fire r.ging through the hills which had destroyed a large
number of cattle trapped in its pathe Newspapers of the period agree
that had it not been for the efforts of these volunteer citizens, many
ranches would have been burned out and a considerable number of lives
loste

Dameging brush and grass fires in Santa Barbara County wero head-
lined in Californie newspapers in the years of 1885, 1889, 1890, 1894
and 1€85. During one week in September, 1389, local authorities esti-
reted losses from uncontrolled rural lend fires at $200,000 in the county,
besides heavy losses in the surrourding counties. Earlier that same year,
dwellings and outbuildings on twelve foothill ranches were burned to the
ground by a fire in central Senta Barbera County. The fires of 1895
continued to burn uncontrolled almost up to Christmas Daye.

Los Padres area was n the mein a livestock country until the closing
years of the nineteenth century end before the creation of the forest
reserves, stoclmen were prone to deliberately set fires to fecilitate
the movements of livestock over the ranges. These fires, developing
into raging conflagrations, often proved boomerangs to the interests of
the stoclmen themselveses Fires causing heavy property damage from the
actual {lames and from later accelerated'soil erosion are mentioned by
the press es occurring in San Luis Obispo County in 1881, 1883, 1885,
1890 ond 1897.

In 1886, Ventura County residents were up in arms over the hed fires
started by sheepmen in the northern sections Three years later various
parts of the county were swept by bad fires which not only destroyed the
wetershed cover, but caused heavy losses on adjacent ranch property.

In 1894, almost the entire arca of the present Monterey ranger dis=-
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trict of Los Padres Forest was burned over by fires whichraged uncheclked
for weeks at a times In 1896 residents of Carmel were lamenting the
destruction caused by fires in northern Monterey County from caroless
carperse

Prior to the period when public pressure brought sbout the with-
drawal of the local forest reserves, public land was a sort of "no men's
land". Although State forest fire laws had been in effect since 1892,
little law enf'orcement action took place ard wild land fires, whether
started intentionally or by accident, were allowed to burn without
attention until property interests were threatened. There are few records
extant of fires which occurred during the nineteenth century, but the
first Govermment officers examining forest reserve lands durirg the late
1890's and early 1200's recorded that most of the area later becoming
part of Los Padres Forest had been burned over at some time during the

precoeding two or three decadese

Fires Through the Years of Administration

Although they stopped meny incipient fires and toiled for days on
end to con'bro/];?;.(l;es, the pioneer forest rangers also left scant records.
One record mentions rangers and locsl renchers handling a bad fire on
the south Santa Ynez slopes in July of 1800, bringing it under control
before it had sprecd over more than a few hundred acress An informal
fire report dated July 19, 1902, sent to the forest supervisor by the
wife of Ranger Je. Me Larmer covers a fire which burned 2,000 acres on ths
east side of the Pine Xt. and Zaca lake Reservees The ranger himself,
appended a note to his wife's report which read: "Fire is all out and I

em glad of it for I am tired out myself."
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In a rather jubilantly~worded report on the forest fire situation
to the Commissioner of the General land Office, Supervisor Slosson wrote
on June 29, 1903, "During the past five years during which there has been -
almost total exemption from forest fires, cover is being established in
meny places where was practically no covering on account of previous per=-
iodical fircs." He hod previously written to his chief that local set-
tlers spoke "very encouragzingly of the better conditions since the
Government has commenced its patrol system." Slosson was worried over
the hazardous fire situation the following year, however, since he vrote
Washington in early January, 1904, that there had been two fires in
December, 1903, snd no rain for nire monthse

One bad fire which burned several thousand acres in the Ventanas area
of the lMonterey Forest Reserve broke out on September 17, 1909, Through
the slow process of a letter from the ranger's sister, Supervisor Tyler
leerned of the fire two days later and of the tough battle which the
ranger and his crew were havinge. Tyler recorded in his diary that he
left Salinas September 19 with a livery team, leading his saddle horse,
and drove by road 35 miles in a little over three and one-half hours =

something of a record. Next day he spent 17 hours in the saddle, reaching

_the fire on September 21l. He stated that the weather was oppressively

hot, and that he became violently ills From the record he left, Tyler
had a rather rough time of it, but fortunately that particular fire was
checked by a freakish rain storm occurring on September 25.

The Branch lite Fire of 1912 was evidently started by a disgruntled
homesader and burned over 12,000 acres before it was comtrolled. Renger
John Be Libeu was critically ill for weeks as result of over=exertion

on this conflagration. Five fires started that same year in the Figueroa
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section by stockmen intent on deliberately burning the range, were con-
trolled while small, One of the 1912 fires which burned over 1,900
acres was started by s man knocking ashes from his pipe.

A fire broke out in the Big Sur section on August 5, 1916, a nd burned
over 13,000 acres, soldiers from the Presidio of lMonterey furnishing the
bulx of the man-power in the five~day fight. This blaze burned out several
ranches in that locality. A few days later aenother fire troke out in the
same general section, but was controlled within 1,000 acrese

The year of 1917 was a bad fire year on the Senta Barbara National
Foreste The heed flew off a metch while a man was lighting his pipve and
ignited the dry grasse. Although the two men present jumped on the flames
immediately, they rared out of control and the resulting Avansles Fire
burned for two weeks before it was corralled; covering 16,560 acrese
That seme year therc was a water famine in the oy of Santa Barbsrae when
a fire in i“ission Canyon burned the wooden trestle supporting the main
water pipe leading into the towvm's storaze reservoir. This fire destroyed
a considerable number of building.

Out-of =state newspapors of early October, 1917, reported a half-millim
dollar fire daymze on the Scnta Barbara Forest for that yeare It was ace-
tually not quite so bad as that, but bad enoughe Overworked forest offi-
cors toiled day end night on one large fire after another. One of the
worst of these was %foccwring north of Ojai Valley on which Ranger
J. De Royos again came into the limelight, when he was credited with
saving 32 trapped men from almost certain deathe Although Reyes himself
minimized his action, a current newspaper pictured him with an axe in one

hand and a machete in the other clearing a path through the brush for the

fire=fighters. The press itém stated that "it was a feat of strength
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possible only for a woodsman of Reyes! physique."

On that same fire which was characterized by very high, searing
winds, two rangzers herded 152 men over a c¢liff a scant hall minute a-
head of the rapidly advencing fleamese Some of the men even had their
clothing scorched; others had their clothes almost torn from their backs
in the mad scramble for safety. Close by three men saved their lives by
submerging in latilija Creek while the fire blasﬁ passed over them.

Los Padres brushland fires create an intense heat, flash over the
country as though the flames were propelled from a flame~thrower, then
rapidly coole On one of these fast-travelling fires on the Cuyama ranger
district in 1921, many cattle and deer were caught and burned to death,
In August of thet year three fires broke out simultaneously in the main
division of the Forest and burning together covered an area aprroximetely

ten by twenty-five miles in extent before being brought under control by

600 fire-fighterses Thore were a total of six major fires burning on the

Santa Barbara Forest et one time during that month.

The Sweetwgter Fire in the Sisquoc country started on August 2, 1923,
and evsnbually burned over 23,000 acrese The Army Forest Air Patrol under
Kajor He He Arnold =~ now a fiveestar general and commander=inechief of the
Uo Se Arry Air Forces = rendered good service in this firee Rengers from
other national forests of California were brought in to relieve the fagred=
out local officerse The heartebreaking task of controlling this fire con-
sumed three weeks and Supervisor }. Ae Benedict of the Sierra Forest
somewhat jocularly wired Supervisor Jordan relative to his rangers (whom
the latter had borrowed), "Wo simm of men yet - would like them back be=-
fore Christmas."

The forest fire season of 1924 in the Western United States was pro-
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bably the worst in California's history, end Los Padres suffered in

-cormmon with other forested areas. Day after day and week after week

red-eyed, weary forest rangers battled one blaze after another. The
first bad fire of the season occurred in late February and for a couple
of days seriously threatensed the extensive estates of the wealthy in
¥ontecito, Santa Barbara's elite suburbo. In the other end of the Forest
a bad fire was started in March by a llexican engaged in a Sunday rabbit
hunte The Pine Canyon Fire in the center of the main division of the
Forest was presumably started by a deer hunter and burned furiously over
o large area during the last ten deys of August end well into September
befors being controlled. This fire eventually covered over 12,000 acres,
several separate fires in rugged canyons burning together,

The iiiller Cenyon Fire on the lonterey ranger district burned for
two weeks during the first half of August, 1928, covering 15;000 acres
end destroying a loolout house which stood in its path., In the same dis-
triot the following year, large crews were fighting several big fires
burning at one time.

The Hopper Canyon Fire on the Ojai ranser district started well out=-
side the national forest boundary on July 21, 1929, Left as safe by a
county crew, it broke out agzain, and 200 men worked for several days to
corral it within en arsa of 5,000 acrese In the same district in late
September, 1929, the Lower Sisar Canyon Fire, started by a broken power
line, burned over 15,000 acres outside the national forest, 800 acres
inside, and destroyed a considerable area of orchards. August of that
same year wWitnessed several hundred men battling blazes on various parts
of the Foreste On the Salisbury Canyon Fire that fall whirlwinds scattered

firebrands far and near, resulting in a burned area of 6,000 acrese
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In 1939, the lMachesna and Cerro Alto Fires on the San Iuis ranger
district broke out almost simultaneously, burning over 31,000 acres
during the month of August in two widely separated areesss At the same
time the Bixby Mt. Fire was burning on the lMonterey ranger district, moste
ly outside the national forest. On this fire, Joseoh Calandra, 23=-year
old Stete Renzer, was trapped in the smoke and burned to death, several
other fire-fighters being injured, On the Branch Canyon, lMachesns, and
Cerro Alto Fires that year, fire=fighters frequently hed to rum for their
livese In the late fall, another fire started by a smoker=traveler on
the Monterey Coast Higlway, geve forest officers a tough battle,

The San Jiarcos Fire, burning during August 10 to 14;:;§%vided a
thrilling spectacle for thousands of Santa Barbarans and outside visitors
celebrating the enrual Spanish Days festival, and ashes rained for several
deys on the city sitreetse Like many other fires this one éame in from the
outside and swept over 4,365 acres in spectecular rushese Besides the
valuable watershed cover destroyed and damage from siltation of valley
lands the following winter, the loss to public utilities traversing the
area was $12,000, and mountain residences valved at $123,000 were burned
to the grounde Several fire=fighters were injured in this fast-~moving
fire, and details of state traffic officers guarded highway approaches
to keep back curious crowds desiring to see a forest fire at close range.

The Civilian Conservation Corps, although somewhat curteiled in strength
was still available to local officers for fire-fighting in 194l. Four
major blazes were controlled that year with CCC labore In the succeeding
war years, the Army and Marine Corps from the various nearby bases fur-
nished the main source of fire=~fighting man-powere. Ilot only were the

armed forces exceedingly cooperative in furnishing help, but unit commanders
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often welcomed ‘the opportunity to send their commands out on the fire
line, since forest fire-fighting, they seid, simulated actual battle
conditions more than eny other peacetime activitye.

Soldiers and marines, and sometimes both, have been present in force
on nearly all major fires on Los Padres Foreét in recent years. One of
the worst of these was the Tule Cenyon Fire within and adjacent to the
Hunter-Liggett lMilitary Reservation on which a total of 3,800 soldiers
were mobilized at different times between Julyland 12, 1942, and which
burned 11,150 acres before final control. One soldier lost his life,
several were injured, and considerabvle military motor equipment was lost
on this blaze., The fire was first discovered by the commanding general
and his aide, travelins cross country in a jeep, just as it started in the

high grass covers Although both the officers and some nearby soldiers

jumped on the fire immediastely, it quickly raced out of controls. One .

Army officer, referring to the rapid progress of the fire, afterwards
stated: "It quiekly became a matter of self preservation."  This fire,
like meny others in war years, was fought jointly by the Forest Service,
State Division of Torestry, and the Army forcese

Several other major blazes were fought by local forest officers ﬁith
military aid in 1942, The Reliz Cenyon Fire, west of Salinas Valley,
swept over 20,000 acres in July and burned a considerable number of live=-
stocke The Robertson Ranch Fire in the Sen Tuis ranger district started
from the exhaust of a farm tractor and burned close to two thousand acres.
Both these fires started well oubside the nstional forest boundery and
burned very small areas insidee The Lockwood Creek Fire, however, in late
June of that year, burned entirely on national forest land, a spark from

the flue of a miner's cabin resulting in a 4,130-acre fire battled for
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several days by 450 mene Four soldiers from Camp Roberts were specially
decorated f'or heroism displayed on local forest fires in 1942,

Besides the ireritable smoker fires in an area where many thousands of
men were training undor wartime pressure, several bad fires were started
in the Hunter=Liggett Yilitary Reservation in 1943 by hot lead ricocheting
over the firebrealtse One of the most stubborn of such was the Gerlach
Fire of 1,800 acres fought by soldiérs from July 6 to 10,

In 1944, some 800 soldiers were mobilized to fight a fire in old
Los Burros mining districte. The fire started in an abandoned, tumble-
dovm miner's cobin, evidently by a rodent growing on a friction metch
dropped by a former occupant long beforees The largest fires of the year,
hmdled by the local forest officers, county forestry department crews
end the armed forces, which burned lete in August were kept from reaching
the higher and more inaccessible watershed areas within the national
forestse One wias the Gaviota Fire which burned 10,000 acres of range end
resulted in the death of a youns firewfighter isoleted by the flames.
Another was the San larcos Fire which burned 12,000 acres. The temper-
ature stood at 107 and the humidity at 4 on Avgust 26, producing a climatic
conditior which caused this fire %o run over 8,000 acres of range and
woodland in eight hours. On six Los Padres fires on which troops vere
used in 1944 « cutside the Hunter-Ligrett 1'ilitary Reservation - the
services rersdered by a total of 65 officers and 1,900 ehlisted men
amounted to 15,752 mone=hours.

Most of Los Fadres fires have becn caused by the accident of humen
use and by humen carelessness, with little actual incendiarisme Some
years back before smoldng restrictions were applied, a father and son

on the San Luis renner district 1lit their pipes and casually dropped
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their unextinsuished matches in the erass and weed rrowthe They later
confessed thet they wanted to see lires start as a result of these acts,
but also wished to provide themselves with an 2libi thot suweh fires
"accidently" started while smokinge lore deliberate arson was the prac-
tice of two lexican incendiaries, finally run to earth by local officerse
One of the stunts which finelly landed them in a justice court was teerr-
ing pieces ol cloth from an old gvilt, lighting them and throwing them
in the dry vezetation alens the highiraye They figured the cloth would
smoulder long enough before igniting the dry gress to allow their jalonmy
ar to take them sorme distance from the neighborhood.

Five or six years aro forewzt officers patiently trailed an incend-
iary in the San Tuis Chispo section who menufactured a slow-burning torch
wranped inside o tobacco sock so that he conld be some distance away when
the fire took hold. About the same timo both urban and rural fire-{ight-
ing forces in Los Pedres area were nlacgued by an epidenic of grass fires
started by youn=sters shooting large friction malches from a catapult
menufectvred from & spring clothes pin and a rubber bande It was plenty
of fun for the bovs to watch the mateh burst into flame as the head

struck g rock or some other hardesurfaced targets.

.

The Famous }etilije ¥ire

All the major fires on Los Padres National Forost pale into insig-
nificence when compared to the rreat latilija Fire of 1832, probably
the fastest burning and one of the lergest wild land fires rccorded in
am

Forost Service history. This fire broke out at 10:00 A.. on September

q

v

1932, started bty some unknovn deer huntere. Belore it was controlled

fourteen days later, it had burned over a total of 219,255 ccres in
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Ventura ond Santa Barbara Counties.

This fire literally exploded over the landscape and covered 20,000
acres within a fer hours of its starte During the first eleven days of
its progress it burned over 10,000 to 30,000 acres daily. Supervisor
Se As Nash=-Boulden, vetoran fire-fighter, was in charge of the fire, and
later said in his official report:

"I believe it safe to say that no fire in California has ever
made such a rapid and continuous burns...The rapid runs made
by the fire were of such Itensity that fire«fighters on o
areater part of the fire line wero in comnstant danzere fithe
in an hour's time on September 10th the fire troavelled a dis-
tonce of fifteen miles."

Forest officers from all parts of the California Region, and from
neighboring states as well were called upon to help direct the 2,500
fire~fighters drafted to fight the flamés. State Division of Forestry
officers, county fire crews, and even units of city fire departments
worked alongside the Federal fire-fighters. Seventzen largo fire camps
were in operation at one time, besides numerous smaller "fly" campse
Twelve of the large camps could be serviced only by pack mules, due to
the rugzed nature of the country. Airnlanes were used extensively for
observation and scouting work. Fire-fighting equipment was lcaned freely
by even quite distant met;opolitan centerses The fire lines built to check
the progress of the flames totalled approximately 450 miles in lengthe

It was estimeted that 90 per cent of all wild 1life in the fire area
was killed and burned deer carcasses were a cormon sighte A considerable
nurber of domestic animals elso perished in the flamese. Strangely enough,
although nunerous fire-fighters were injured, only one man was seriously
hurt snd there were no human fatalities on this big fire. A spocial

reward of 31,000, offered by the Secretary of Agriculture for information

leading to the arrest and conviction for the person or persons responsible
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for starting the fire, was never claimed.

Stories are still extant locally of cool-headed leaders saving the
lives of fire-fighterss Supervisor Nashe-Boulden and a crew of twelve
men in reconnoitering the fire one day drove up a truck trail and parked
their cars in the most open spot near a trickle of water. A sudden shift
in the wind brought the flemes on all sides of thems The c rew became
paniocky and wanted to retreat dowm the road in the carse. HNash=-Boulden
insisted that they stay where they wereo Amid the choking smoke and
intense heat the crew beckfired the cover fromtheir fairly oven space,
shielding their feces and necks with wetted handkerchief and their heawy
Stetson hatse Their oars caught fire time and égain but they managed o

save the tires by throwing dirt on the flames. The tops and cushions of

the mechines were covered with spotted burns, but were driven back down

the hill under their ovm power,

Forest Guard Bill Bowhay started to drive up the sams road about the
same time. As the fire reached the roadway the forest officer jumped
from his car anrd ron dovn the road for his lifes He had hardly left the
machine when dirt and shale rock, loosened by fire sction, descended in
an avalanche, burying the car several feet deep and pubtting out the flames
creeping over ite The car was later dug out, two new tires instalied,
and driven eway under its own power.

A forest officer with a crew of 80 men was cutting a fire line be-
twoen Hatilija‘Creek and the end of Highway 399. Supervisor Nash=Boulden,
viewing that section of the fire from some distance off, figured out what
its behavior would probably be and sent word to this division leader to
briny out his entire crew. The two sections of his line being almost

joined and sensing no immediate danger from whore he was located, he sent
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back word that he would stay for a little while longer and finish his
line construction. IMMash~Boulden sent a speedy messenger telling the
forest officer in no uncertain terms to get his crew out of there immed-
latelye This time the division leader obeyeds The last group of men had
hardly scrembled down the hill to a place of safety when the flames swept
over the area where the entire 80 men had been working. Had there been

a moment's further delay every man in that sector would have been trapped
and burned to death.

Several women, used to outdoor work in the mountains, rendered signal
service in eding the‘effort of the fire-fighters. Iiss Ho Mo Hunt,
comely, slenderly=-built horse rancher of 0Ojai, was one of these. She
won the admiration of Forest Service leaders for‘her coolness and effi-
ciency in handling a string of pack mules transporting suoplies to iso-
lated carpse Mrs. Hunt was credited with saving a bunch of bewildered
fire-fighters from being killed or »adly burned when she assumed charge
of the group and lopt them huddled under wet blankets during one of the
runs of the fire across a creek bottom.

This larse fire had the result of speeding up c§nstruotion on High-
way 399 which made this large interior region more accessiblee Formeorly
the project had been sorewhat opposed by leading private citizense
conservationists on the ground that the new higlway would bring more
people into the area, and thereby a sreater fire riske Six thousand
acres of the burned serea was immediately sown ‘to mustard seed, pioneering
a later standard practice of mustard sowing on burned-over chaparral
lends, to estafilish a quick, temporary sround cover for holding the soil
in place till the native brush could reestablish itselfs The cost to the

Forest Service of controlling this huge fire was $107,000.
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Pire Proevention

In the middle twenties and during the thirties there was a consider=-
able tipghtening up of fire prevention efforts. Particular attention was
paid to schools and local foresters, Federal, State and County, redoubled
their offorts to bring about in all classes of people a realization of
the extreme dry season fire hazard of Balifornia's swmer outdoorse Local
newspapers and representatives of large corporations closely cooperated
in these effortse

The Californias Conservetion Council, largely through its presidenf,
Miss Pearl Chase of Santa Barbara, worked state=wide to inculeate fi.re
consciousness in the citizewnry of the commonwealth, using every medium
possible to promote the spread of conse;Vﬁtion practices and fire pre-
ventions Colifornis oves a tremendous debt of gratitude to this publice-
spirited woman who for many long years has given freely not only of her
time, but of her not inconsideratle fortuns as well,

California Conservotion Veek, fixed by law as March 7 to 14 annually,
has become an institution in the Statee From her office in Santa Barbere
Miss Chase directs concentrated efforts during this week through the
group of leading conservationists end foresters forming the Council,
utilizing the services of the press, radio and the ent ire educational
system of falifornia. *hile this week is especially set apart to omphasirze
the importence of fire prevention and conservation of the stete's natural
resources generally, the California Conservation Council is active through
the entire year as well.

As an illustratior of the honest ignorance relative to the flashy

inflammebility of the local vegetative cover on the part of people from
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other parts of the nation, the following incident might be cited:

On the Thnter-Liggett #ilitary Reservetion a body of troops had just
finished controlling a large grass and woodlsnd fire under the direction
of their own and Forest Service officerse 3Since their former bivouac
ground had been burned out by the fire, the battalion hod moved to o new
cemp sitee The Commanding Officer of the Reservaticn and forest cflicers
inspecting the new site shortly after found that the tents had been
pitched in the tell dry grass without any clearing whatever; cooliing
stoves werce zoing full tlast without any protective fire esuipment; soléiers
were '!1~htw5; zasolire lanterns for night use richt in nasses of dry
gress; end men were srokiny everyrhere, The baitnlion officers were
sorewhet puzzled as they set about fireproofing their camp in accordance
with instant orders by the camp commander.

Law enforcement efforts were tightened un in the middle thirties and

.

o specizl officer was assigned to the Torert for this work, snd to assist

<

rangers in sitressing the need for greater fire prevention efforts on the

rart of the publice I'esidents on private land in the foothills and
mounteins were canvessed individually by field officers and preveiled
upon to clsan up wezds and trash around their buildings, install salety
flues in their residences, end take other fire preceutions. Fire pro-
teoction requirements in conmecticn with special use residence nermits
were tightened ur ard nublic utility componies, thermselves heavy sufferers
from wild laend fires, redoubled their eofforts to fireproof rights of vy
and instellations.

The Forest Service rerulations which permitted smolking only at human
habitetinvs and ot improved carps, and the requirement: that carpers carry

fire-firhtin- tools were rigidly enforced, os was the camp fire pernit
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systeme Open camp fires wore banned entirely on Los Padres, as on other
netional forests in Southern Californiae Anmual fireproofing of public
canmpgrounds becamé a major job and roadside fire hazard reduction a stan-
dard practices Although there were no actual regulations on the matter,
in the late thirties Forest Service camps and individual forest officers
on Los Pedres personally were urged to use safebty matches exclusively,

in lieu of the friction variety.

Next .bo actual fire-fighting, from 1930 on, fire prevention became
thé mein work activity on the local Forest, fire prevention and fire pre-
suppression work accounting for the bulk of gdministrative cost expen=
diturese The greater part of the monecy expended in development was for

fire protection and fire control improvementse.

Closures and Restrictions

Probably antieipating later closure to recreational public use during
the open fire season, the Santa Barbara lorning Press of September 2, 1921,
declared, "The forests should be protected but not by locking them upe"

In 1931, over 250 miles of national forest boundary was effectually closed
to entrance by the public dus to local ranchers forbidding the use of
their lands which adjoined the boundary or extended over into the nation-
al withdrawal. No extensive closures, however, had yet been put in effect
on national forest lands,

The population of the coastal area of California adjacent to Los
Padres Maticnal Forest increased sixteen times during the years 1890 to
1940, and in the latter year the total investment in irrigation and major
water control works was some 266 million dollars. Expanding automobile

travel hnd increased the use of wild lands to an even greder degree then
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that indicated by the general population inerease. The fire risk had
thus became many times ereater, by the simple fact that heavier human use
of any area means a greater fire hazard. Althoush portions of the notion=-
8l forest had been closed from time to tims during hazardous fire periods,
irrigators and others with vested interests dependent upon the forested
watersheds became quite insistent in their demands that the general pub-
lic be bennsd entirely from the use of the national forest elrea during

the regular fire seasone Closure action was not too populer with the
Forest Service, the policies of which were based on the multiple use of
public lands by ths pgreatest possibls mmmber of people.

The deer hunting season on Los Padres Forest opens August 1 to 10,
m;‘ld contimes till mid-Septembere The open' deer hunting season is also
the most hazardous fire period of the year and when forest closure begzan
to be advocated, the thousands of deer hunters set up a mighty howl of
protest, sportsmen's orzanizations all over the state joining ine. In
1933, Regional Forester, S. Be Show, approved the plan of Supervisor
Se Ao Nash=Boulden covering the use of the Gibraltar watershed under a
special use permit system whereby the movéments of recreationsl users,
meinly deer hunters, were closely supervised. Since this system produced
rather successful results, a brief history of this special closure will
be recounted under a later headinge.

In spite of the shortasze of man-poa't’er, there was only partial clo=-
sure of los Padres National Torest in 1941, deer hunters and other recreé
ationists beins allowed to enter most of its area under the special
permit system developed in conmection with the Gibraltar closed area. The

Torest was olosed in goneral to recreation use during the years 1942,
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1943 and 1944 from the opening of the active fire season at a wvarying
dat in June until November 30. Even this closure, however, left open to
public use all public campgrounds along main highways and county roads,
eand all of the l%. Pinos recreation aress The former included such ex=
tensive canp ground systems as sfrroyo Seco in lonterey County, the Figueroa
lte section, the series of carps along the Saﬁta Ynez River, :Theeler Corge
and others in Ventura County.

There was comparatively little complaint amonz the sportsmen about
the Forest closure in 1942, particularly since the cormending general of
the armed forces in California had declared it a military necessity. As
imminent enemy invasion cf California became less during the second year
of the war, sportsmen's organizations emphatically protested closure
restrictions in 1943 and still morc strongly in 1944, even going so fear
as to bring all sorts of personal accusations against the supervisor in
charge of the Forest. le was called a mortinet, a despot, and accused
in open meetings of arbitrarily enforcing c¢losure for reasons of his own.

The more unreasoncble element, resenting any interference with their
huntinz, even went so far as to accuse the Forest Service of padding fire
and reseerch statistics to make a case against the hunters as fire-start=-
orse At one large meeting in Santa Barbara, Kegional Forester 5. B. Show
told delesat es from sportsmen's organizations all over the state that he,
snd not the local supervisor, vas responsible for closure restrictions,
under the existing policies and regulations for national fores+t use and
protoction.

For the period December 1l to 31, 1943, the State Division of Fish
& Game, throvsgh legislative action, ostablished a special deer hunting

sesson in parts of Los Padres ecres, to substitute for the summer hunting
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of Aungust and Septembere From the standpoint of the Forest Service this
winter deer season wes a success,--at least there were no fires in the
watershedse From the hunters' point of view, it was a decided failure
because of the facts of the deer being thinner and the meat reputedly less
palatable. However, of 156 deer actually checked and weighed by local
forest officers, the enimals averazed only eight and nine pounds lishter
than deer of the same classes tekon during the regular hunting season in
the years 1936-40.

During; 1944 and the first months of 1945, thers was & decided trend
by the clearer thinking class of sportsmen to endeavor to develop some
happy medium whereby the deer hunters would be assured of their sport,

while at the same time an approximate equal fire protection would be afe

By
forded the watersheds es that achicved/their full closure. Rezional

Forester Show in a special open lettor dated Narch 12, 1945, pointed out
that that was exactly what the Forest Service was after too, but that the
proper edministration of public lands to produce the major resources,
water, had first plocece. So great has been the pressure of orgonized
sportsmen's groups during recent months, that local civie organizations
and the State legislature have memorialized the Forest Service to keep
Los Padres Torest ownen the yeor around to all forms of use.

Besides Regional Forester S. Be Show, Assistont Regional Foresters
Ce Bo lorse, F. P, Cronemiller and ¥e I, Mutchinson, other Regional
officers, Chas. J. Kraebel of the California Forest and Ronge Experiment
Station and state officials met with growps of organized sportsmen from
tirme to time without the latter bringing out anything new which could
change the fundamental viewpoint of the Forest Service.

Some of the rocent proposals of the organized sportsmen include
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leeping the entire Los FPadres Forest open under a restricted permit sys-
tem; substituting a winter deer seesson for the time~honored summer hunting;

establishing a spring season in late Tlay and early Junc and settinq

T up a
split season, part winter and part snrine, or, splitting the season to
allow a half month's summer hunting on outside lends and a half month

on the national forest during winter and springe The sportsmen's sug-
gestions also include malzing each hunter a special, unpaid deputy fire
warden and allowing only hunters to enter the Forest who can successfully
pess a special exomination showing them to be quelified to properly con=-
duct themselves in tho mountainse The short man~power gituation, bilolos-
ical considerations, and the impossibility of discrimination among
recreational users of public lends are all factors against the edoption
et present of rmost of the sportsmen's recommendations.

The matter of the joint use of Los Padres Forest by dependent water
consumers and huntererecreaticnists is by no meens settled. It must
depend upon a2 meeting of the best minds of Forest Service administrators
suarding water sunnlies at their source, of the State Departiment of Hatural
Resources charged with proper administration of the gome resource, and a

more liberal sive and take attitude on the part of the sportsmen themselves.

The Fibraltar Closed ‘frea

The Gibraltar watershed embroces 273,000 acres. KResultirg in a
eritical depletion of the water supply of Santa Barbara and the valley
adjoinirg, 37 Tires burned over 106,578 acres of this watershed between
1916 and 1930, and 13 fires an additional 49,134 acres in the yeers of

1932 and 1933, Only four of these fires vere caused by lightning and

burned an inconsequential area. The balance were man-causeds
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The closed area pernit system was put in effect in 1934, No one
could enter the area without possessing a formel permit which specified
the permittee's route, the exact period of time he would be within the
aree end a detailed plan of his movementse The permittee esgreed in vwriting
to all fire restrictions imposed, and the permit was checked and signed
by petrolmen contacting him on the ground. Ingress and egress vas throush
locked road and trail gates. The permit was immediately revocable for
violation of any of its provisions, and was surrendered by the holder when
he left the Foreste. People whoso daily work took them into the area,
such as the few residents and emnloyees of local whter companies, were
provided with a specisl seasonal permit.

There were no fires within this area in 1934, nor in the four years
following, In 1938, the 79 designated carping placese~which hed been
fircproofod sard equipred with special stoves--wrere occupied for an aver-
age of three days by from two to 260 people. That year 99 seasonal per~
nits and 2,050 of the temporary use permits were issued. Of this latter,
248 persons used the ares without carping out and 1,802 were sctual
camperse Besides the contacts at the checking stations, 1,691 permittees,
or 82.5 per cent, were contacted nersonnlly by forest officers while in
the erees The lerger nroportiom of users were deer hunters.

In their checlmp at the close of 1938, locel officers were jubilant
over the success of the plan, but Hash~Ro:lden himself franlkly admitted
that the fact of no fires occurring in the area during a five-yeer poriod
right have in it an element of luck. However, again there were no fires
in the Gitraltar closed erea during 1939, 1§40 end 1941, the same permit
system had meanwhile been extended to include part of the adjoining

Santa liaria watershed.
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The fly in the ointment wes the fact that the permit system took a
large number of forect guards to effectively handle ite Roegistrars must
be maintained at points of ontry for the entire 24 hours of the day,
more patrolmen were needed, end a rether high type of guard personnel
must be used ir the work. MNorever, funds to carry on such intensive
protection work were not readily availsble and during the war years, with

its man-power shortages, the special permit system wes not possibles

Fire-fighting Technises and Equipment

It is a far cry from the old time rangers of 1905 fighting brush
fires with a few hendtools to the modern fire~fighting equimment of the
present day. Yet the problem of handlineg brush fires is essentially the
same,~-to use the last ounce of human effort to control a firo in its
eorly stages and failing that, to take every adventege offered by the
topogravhy, natural breeks in the cover denéity, and best use of avail-
able man-power.

Durinz the years various forms of horse~drawn fire~line builders
were used by the locel rangers to supplement hand labor-=gll the way from
plain, heavy iron drags to tear the brush cover out by the roots, to
specielly~desipned trail plows. Powered brush-cutters of various types
have been itried vith verying degrees of success but never dYecame stane~
dard equirment. MNore and more as the yeers rolled by, local rangers rc=-
sorted to beckfiring and the hand flamethrowers are now supplemented by
the powered type mentioned pwmviously, and by the standard Houck torchs
Cheaply constructed fusees which could be ignited and thrown out almost
as fast as a man could walk were also used for this purpose.

The use of tractors and bhulldozers for .building fire lines in front
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of or parallel to an advancing fire commenced in the late twentiese. The
use of the heavier, later type of hulldozers, one of which could tear out
e fireline faster than a large crew of men wit}f hand labor, increased
year by year, and expert operators now teke them over steep terrein con-
sidered impossible a few years aro.

Pack mules continued to rlay a leading part in local fire-fighting
and truck loads of the animals, ready for action, can be started rolling
within a few minutes of the receipt of the fire call. A food supply
truck, cemp equipment truck and tmc!cs with fire-finhting tools sufficient
to equip hundreds of fire~fighters, arc kept loaded at the central ware-
house plent, a nd rolled on a moment's notice from the fire dispatcher when
a major bleze is threatened. Primary fire dispatching action is taken
at the district renger's headquarters and the central fire dispatcher
takes over from that tirme on by telephone and radio contact clearing
through from the scene of the fire. The central warehouse plant and rmle
depot at Los Prietos have all been built up since 1933,

The use of tank trucks, started in a small way in the early thirties,
has greatly incressed where roads and truck trails provide access for
this type of equipment. Quite often the timely arrival of one of these
machines has nipned a starting fire in the bud, or caded it down suffic=-
iently so that the men svaileble could control it before it reached major
proportionse The regular tank trucls, large and small, arc scattered
over the Forest, supplemented during the fire sesson by slip-on tank
units hauled on an ordinary truck bed.

Aerial forest fire patrol, using World War I De Haviland planes, was
carried on during 1920 and 1921 by Army pilots and Forest Service obser=

vorse The planes were equipped with the crude one-way radio cormunicaticm
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of that time. The fact that the patrolling plane was over a particular

area for but a few minutes sach day made it a rather weak fire discovery
supplement to the permanently-manned lookouts. However, even back in
the years 1920 to 1930 airplanes proved of high velue for reconnsissance
work on major firese

In the late thirties airplanes came into Los Pedres fire control
picture in a big woy and commenced to be used in parachuting supplies to
fire campse By 1940, this method of delivering tools, food supplies and
weter to fire camps in rough areas beceme a regular standard practice
supplementing, however, rather than replacing the slower mule transit,

In the most rugged areas a miss of a few yards meont that the parachuted
supplies might lend in the bottom of an almost ineccessible canyone Some
few of the local personnel especially trained in the work became quite
proficient in hitting the target.

Fire suppression crews are the outgrowth of the CCC era when small
spike camps were esteblished out from the main camps and proved of grest
value in speeding up initial fire attnck, These suppression crews, con=-
posed of three or four men are stationed at stroteric points end are in
reality a épearhead, flying squadron of fire-~fighterse, The nucleous of
the crew is the foremen, who is often also the driver and operstor of the
task truck on which the crew travel to e fire. In recent years suppression
crews have been composed mainly of 4«F military resistrants, teen-age
boys and men past militery age. |

Ue Se Weather Purecu mobile units came into use on major fires about
fiftecn years ago and proved invaluable in predicting the weather cordi-
tions which so influence the behevior of Loé Padres fires. Weathor re=-

cording instruments, including the much-used psychrometers, ere kent at
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lookout and guard stations, and fuel moisture measuring gouges at all
ranger stationse The rather elaborate radio setup developed in recent
years, not only provides communication from a portable set at some point
on the fire 1line to the main fire cemp, but often direct to the desk of
the central fire dispatcher or to the automobile of the forest supervisore
Iraining of personnel is very much emphesized on Los Padres. First,
the forest guard is indoctrinated in the rudiments of his work, then later
his trainingm is continued day after day on the jobe If climatic condi-
tions allow, district rangers and their conbtrol assistents are assembled
for a quick session to review the first few fires of the season, in order
to pick up any wealmesses in organization or actione A sorewhat similar
prectice on Les Padres Forest in past years is to hold a board of review,
often on the prround, of all major fires, at which the procgress of the fim
and the step by step action taken to suppress it is throshed out; The
record of any mistakes uncovered or new and'improved work prectices de-

veloped is promptly communicated to all officers of the unit.

Fire Statistics

Between the first 1898 withdrawal of the forest reserves now com-
prising Los Padres Forest and 1908 there were relatively few fires and
not many major ones. There were also few forest users in those roadless,
pre-automobile dayé. Reconstructing such records as exist, there were
not more than an aversse of 1,000 hunters anmually during that period,
and possibly twice as many more picnickers using areas close to centers
of populatione

As population end use of the Forest inéreﬁsed, the nvmber of fires
am area burned incressed also, 107 fires yprning over 27,000 acres be-

tween 1908 and 1010, DBetween 1911 ard 1920, a total of 111,876 acres
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burned inside the national forest boundaries and durineg the period 1921
to 1925, asprroximately one fourth of the totel acrease of the Forest was
swept by fire,

A study of los Padres firoe records shows that in the face of in-

erecsing public use and consequent higher fire risk, a relatively smaller

~acreage was burned over, even thousgh the protection force did not increase

comrensurately with the increase of ths number of users. On los Padres
there is also o heavy volume of fire risk from trensient motorists, not
classed as Forest userso, During the l1lS-year period, 1926 to 1940, a
total of 428 fires burned over 423,440 acres. These figures, however,
include the Vatilija Fire of 1932, covering 219,256 escrese Such a fire,
while possible, is not now at all probable because of better transpor-
tation routes, modern fire-fighting equipment, highly-trained and more
strategicnlly=~located personnel.

Fire statistics given in this history do not include a large number
of fires fought outside the national forest and checked before crossing
the boundary lire. As a measure of this, fires which actuslly entered
the Forest burned also 41,570 acres of outside lands during 1941 to 1944,
inclusive, while the burned area inside the Forest was 15,089 acres.

¥hile a larper protection force was sctually authorized during war
years, man-power wes scnrce snd the peak number of Los Padres fire pro-
tection persomnel reached in 1944 was 136 men--and women. Xourteen of
this number were employed on the Hunter-Ligeett lilitary Reservatione

During the 20-year period of 1921 to 1940 a grand total of 927,978
acres burned over inside Los Padres HNational Forest by 679 fires. Ninety
of these fires were started by lightning but burned over only 13,152

acress In these two decades 871,11) acres, or alrost 94 per cent of the
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total erea burned, resulted from blazes occurring during the months of
July, August and September which includes the open deer season. Recrea-
tional vse of the Forest during other periods of the year was pretty
well concentrated within improved camp grounds, or in the spring months

along the comparatively few fishing streams. During the deer hunting

season people were scattered far and wide over the entire national forest

area, including sections of the greastest fire risk. The figures are in-

dicative of the fire throst to Los Padres chaperral cover during these

\

H
critical monthse (See Appendix ¥)
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= CHAPYTER TX =

POST={AR PLALS

Helicopters snd Jecons

It goes without saying thet post-war years will witness increased

" use of Los Padres National Woreste. Heavier use will inevitably bring

greator fire risk and the need for ensier accessibilitye “vhen fires are
raging, trail travel is slow, and the cost of replacing mule trails w.with
even low stendard truck trails into the back countyy is almost prohibitive,
to say nothing of their hesvy anmual maintenance costs. The cooperative
use with the Lrmy forces of joeeps dvring war years for the rescue of aire
plane crews and other purposes end experiments with helicopter planes,
opensd up new vistas of transportation possibilities,

In 1944, the Regionrl Torester inaugurated a detailed study along
this line, coverinz almost ono million acres of the rugredest part of
the TForest lying between Highway 399 and the coast section. “Within this
rough country therc are nine entire tovmships without the slightest vestige
of a roads The detailed plan finally worked out calls for the construce-
tion of apvroximately 400 miles of jeop trails connecting with main truck
trails or roads and six hél:i.cOpter stotionse Each helicopter station
will havo a nine~man barracls with hangars for two machines and necessary
facilitieses “hile the old orifinal ground plen of motorways and treils
would cost seven and ono=quarter million dollars to construct, the new
aerial plan could bs put in operation at a cost of one and one-guarter
million dollars.

Tho Forest Service engineers figured that under the regulation grourd
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plan the annual maintenance cost of the improvements necessary would

amount to $118,985, whik under the proposed helicopter plan the annual
ﬁpkeep costs would be $38,304, All in all, over ths entire aren of ap-
proximately one million acres, ground fire control costs figured out %o

$40682 per acre and the provosed helicopter method to $.026 per acre.

‘There is no question of some form of the use of jeops in foreost fire

control work oftor the war is over, and Government experimeonts with the
neliconter plan indicate that this type of equipment may also come into
wider use in rugmed forest arease. Anyway, the Forest Service is prepared
to give it a fair tryout on lLos Padres National Forest.

Besides its adoptability for low=flying reconnaissance over pgoing
fires, the study disclosed thet the helicopter would be adapted for the
temsport of relief fire-Tightors; it would greatly speed up initial ate-

tack; thet it offersd possibilities of delivery of hot food to firefighters

provide a greater element of salety for men on the fire lino~-the last-
naned an importent matter in the case of fast-svreadinz firese This
proposed plan of helicopter use by the Forest Service is based, of course,
on heavier carrying cepacity of machines which some proponents of this

Torm of transportation believe feasible.

Planned Post-wrar Developnent

~'s’fhile heliconter use is perhaps not an immediate post-=wrar probability,
in accordance with the general Forest Service plan of post=war develop-
ment, Los Padres officers hawve presented to the llegional Forester a
lensthy program of much-needed post-wor worke Los Padres program was

split into two sections, one covering a seven-year--or ultirate-plen of
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development, the other called a one~yeer plan which included only projects
that could be immediately undertalken, and for which detailed biueprints
were availableo

The proposed one-year plen provides for 434 man-years! employment;

the intermediate, or three-year plan, 2,400 man-vears, while the seven-

“vear plan includes 5,274 man-years of development worke Plans for all

the work to be done are based on the present area of nublic forest land,
although it is quite probable that with the general Government prosram of
forest land exchange and écquisition of sub-marginal farm lands, the pub-
lic forest land area will be apnreciably increased.

Los Padres' one-year postewar program includes 140 miles of roadside
fire hazard reduction, which, with other fire hazard reduction work, will
provide 8,086 man-d=zys' employment. ¥ith water pleving an ever-incrensirm
important role in fire comtrol, the plan calls for the development of
45 springs with pipe lines and tanks for filling pumper tanlz trucks, and
the construction of 80 additional cachment basins where no living water
existse Other projects are one hundred miles of new telephone lines; the
éonstruction of one new primary lookout plant and replacement of six old
ones; the construction of twenty suppression crew barracks with their
companion service buildings, and four new fire guard station plants where
only tents or makeshift shacks are now nrovided.

During the last yecrs of peace, public compgrounds were taxed to their
utmost to provide accomodations for the thousands of visitors. Los Padres
immediate post-war plan, theréfore, involves improvement of 60 public
camps,=-2 few to be constructed at new sites, extension in area of others,
and the addition of facilities where public demand is greateste. 3Besides

water development, stub roads, pastures, parkine facilities, and other
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improvements, camping conveniences planned to be added include 326 rock,

cement and iron Klamath stoves; 42 barbecue pits; 413 of the heavy type

camp tables; 78 garbage pits; 9 incinerators, end 139 latrine buildings.
In the matter of post-war jobs, Los Padres Forest can provide an

immense volume of worthwhile work on lands ovmned by the people themselves,

lands which will greatly increase in public value as time marches ono
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APPENDIX A

Relatesd Areas by Counties

- Jos Padres National Forest

: : Total  :Publicly-ovmed :No. of : Total :irrizated:larm :Total : ‘ineral :
: COUNTY : County :National Forest:Individual: Farm :Lands :Production :Population: Production H
: : Ares :land (Acres)  :Farms : Lands  :(&cres) :Vslue £1940 : 1940 :
: : (Acres) : s : (Acres) .1921 :Census : :
s VELTURA :1,188,480 : 556,878 . 1,745 . 158,898 : 85,883 :432,606,410: 69,6385 : 420,647,881
: : : : : : : : : :
$SAWTA BARBARA 1,756,800 : 632,657 :+ 1,339 : 151,463 . 39,970 :315,931,522: 70,555 : § 8,045,351 :
3 : H - s : H : : H
:SAN LUIS OBISP0:2,128,640 . 187,896 . 1,916 : 351,369 : 11,283 :816,361,000: 33,246 : § 491,329
s I.ONTEREY 12,127,360 ; 316,607 : 1,999 : 280,262 ;102,278 :932,839,670; 73,032 ; $ 307,177 :
s TOTALS :7,201,280 1,694,038 . 6,999 . 941,992 .239,394 .$97,737,602: 246,518 : 29,491,738
Note:
(Over 23% of land area in the 4 counties is National
Forest land. There ere 222,568 acres private land
additional inside the Hational Forest boundaries,
meking 26 .65 of total land ares inside Los Padres
Hational Forests)
. , . - - \
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APPENDIX B
I0S PADRES NATIOFAL FOREST HAES A¥D TERNS
("sp." - Spanish; "I" ~ Indian)
Adobe (Sp.) = Sun-dried brick

Alamitos (Sp.) - Small poplar tree
Aliso (Sp.) = Alder tree

* Alta or Alto (Sp.) - Iligh

Anreles (Sp.) = Angels

"Antonio (Sp.) Anthony

Arroba (Sp.) 25 pounds

Arrovo (Sp.) = Creek

Asuncion (Sp.) - Ascension
Ltascadero (Sp.) = Deep, miry place

Bautista (Sp.) = Baptist

Benito (Sn.) = Benodictine friar or nun
Blanca (Sp.) = iThite

Bota (Sp.) - Leather bag =- usually wine bag
Bueno (Jp.) - Good

Californios (Sp.) = lexican-Californians
Celiente (Sp.) = Hot

Camino (Ev.) = Road

Canade. (Sp.) = Valley

Carmesa (Sp.) = (Corrupted marmmza) Buckskin
Carpenteria (Sp.) = Carpenter

Cerro (Sp.) = Hill

Chaparral (Sp.) - Heavy brush
Chuchupste (I) « Yollow flower

Cielo (Sp.) = High or Sky

Coche (5v.) -~ Pig

Cumbre (Sp.) = Crest; summit

Cuesta (Sn.) = Slope or grade

Cuyama (I) - Petrified oyster shell

Fanega (Sn.) = 100 pounds
Figueroa (Sn.) -~ Cactus

Gaviota (Spe) Seagull
Goleta (Sp.) = Schooner
Gorda (Sp.) = Fat; broed

Hocienda (Sp.) = Formal garden
Huero (Sp.) = Empty; void

1to (Sp.) = &mall
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Jolon (Sp.) = Valley of dead oaks
Juan (Sp.) = John
Juncal (Sp.) - Narshy, rush-covered ground

Larza (Spe.) = Long

Lemas (Spe) = Grounds

Lompoc (I) = Shell mounds or village
Los (Sps) = The

Ios Pedres (Sp.) = The Fathors

Lucia (Sp.) = Lucy

.Inis (Sp.) = Louis

Yedre (Sp.) = lother

linders (Sp.) = ‘iood; timber; lumber
Ladulce (Sps.) = Strewberry
I'antanze (Sp.) - Slaughter ground
Yoanzena (Sp.) - Anple

Narcos (Sp.) - lark

Faripose (Sp.) = Butterfly

Viguel (Sp.) - Hichael

iguelito (Sp.) ~ Little lichael
Milpitas (Sp.) =~ Gardens or fields
lono (Spe) = Monkey or mimic

lorro (Spe.) = Bluff or headland

Yacimiento (Spe.) = Birth; The Nativity
Nojoqui (I) - Eoneymoon

Noroeste (Sp.) = Northeast

NMuestra (Sp.) - Our

Obispo (Sp.) = Bishop

0jai (I) = West

0jitos (Sp.) = Small eyes

Oso (Sp.) = Bear

Ozena (Sp.) = A sore of the nostrils

Padre (Sp.) = Father; priest
Paso (Sps.) Pass

Paula (Sp.) = Pauline

Piedrs (Sp.) - Rock or stone
Pinos (3p.) = Pines

Pismo (I) - A place to fish
Pojo (Sp.) - Louse (corrupted "piojo")
Potrero (Sp.) - Pasturo

Pozo (Sp.) =~ ‘iell; pond
Presidial (Sp.) - Military
Pristos (Sp.) = Dark color
Purificacion (Sp.) - Haking pure

Ranchero (Sp.) - Rancher
Rancho (Sp.) = Ranch

Refuzio (3p.) - Refuge; retreat
Reliz (Sp.) = Landslide

Riata (Sp.) = Lasso or halter

165,
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Rincon (Sp.) = Iurkine placo or corner
Robles (Sp.) = Oaks
Rodeo (3p.) = Livestoek roundup

rm Rico (Sp.) = Rich

Salinas (Spe.) = Salt Marsh
Salsipuedes (Sp.) ~ Get out if you can
F“ Sen or Santa (Sp.) = Saint

5 Santa Cruz (Sp.) = Holy Cross; saint's cross
Seco (Sp.) - Dry
.Senor (Sp.) - Sir or mister

Senorita (Sp.) = Unmarried woman

Sespe (I) = Village

Sierra (ip.) = Sawrtooth range

Sisar (Sn.) = Pilfer

Soledad (Spe) - Lonely nlace

Sur (Spe) = South; south wind

[“ Tass~jarae (Sp.) = Feate-dryine place (corrupted spelling)
Terecula. (I) = Rising sun
Temscal (I) = Swesthouse
Tejon (Sp.) = Badger
Topa (I) - Goprer

Vaquero (Sp.) = Cowboy
Ventana (3pe) = iVindow
Verde (Sp.) = Green

Venta (Sp.) - Sale

Ventura (Sp.) - Fortune
Visitedores (Sp.) = Visitors

Ynez (Sp.) = Asnes

Zeca (Sp.) ~ larze Leather bag

3 .”’W1 ™3 73
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APPENDIX C

Forest Reserve ond Hatioral Forest

Area Chonpes,

Los T'adres

National forest

167 o

UNIT AND ACTIOM DATS TRESIDEN ACRTS
Pine 1. & Zaca Lake Forest Reserve
Proclaration cresting, ¥arch 2, 1898 Yme McXinley 1,144,594
" addin=, June 29, 1g98 " n 500,000
1,644,594
Santa Ynez Torest Reserve
Proclamation ereatins, Oct. 2, 1899 " " 145,000
San Luis Obispo Forest Feserve
Proclamation creating, June 25, 1906 T. Roosevelt 365,350
" elininatinng, July 1, 1908 " " 7,360
(Wame changed to San Luis Forost Reserve) 357,990
Yonterey Forest Reserve
Proclamation ere-ting Juns 25, 1906 T. Rooseveclt 335,495
" addinms ’ Jone 9 ’1908 " " 25:105
. , S . ’ -
360,600
Pinrecles Forest Reserve
Proclamation creatirs, July 18, 1906 " " 14,108
Sen Benito Mational Forest Octes 26, 1207
Proclamation crestinz, Oct., 26, 1907 " " 140,069
Executive Order consolidating three immediately above as
Yonterey Hationnl i'orest July 2, 1s08 " "
Proclametion adding, Dece 12, 1910 "im. LIe Taft 7,690
" elininatine ‘
Pinnacles Natioral iorest and
othsr areas, Dec, 12, 1910 " u 21,527
Proclamation eliminetine, Septe. 5, 1916 ‘Woodrow 'iilson 140,427
Sonto Parbara Torest Reserve
Proclametion combining Pine iite &
Zaca Tale 2 Sowmtn Ynez Roserves Dec, 22, 1203 T. Roosevelt
Proclamation addineg Dec., 22, 1903 " " 48,729
" L Octe 3, 1906 " A 144,144
Bxecutive Order chenging name of
forest to Santa Parbera Lational
Forest July 1, 1908
Executive Order addins July 1, 1cog8 * " 53,720
acclis A ’ »
" " fransierrince to
Anceles Natioral Forest July 1, 1908 " " 8,640
Proclaration addine San Luis
Wetional Torest to Senta Barbara
Hfational Forest June &, 1808 T. Roosevelt 357,990



APPEFDIX C (cont'd)
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UVIT AYD ACTION DATT PRESIDENT ACRES

Proclemation elirirating, June 9, 1913 Vioodrow Wilson 85,634
" eliminating, June 15, 1914 " " 333,240

Executive Ordor ad in: lLonterey

Ne Fo to Santa Parbara il Foe lugze 18, 1919 " " 360,464

Froclamation eliminating, Septe. 30, 1925 Calvin Coolidge 4,289
" trarsierring to

Anceles National Forest Sept. 30, 1925 " " 265,538

tdiusted arees, Senta Barbara H.Fe Dec. 31, 1625 2,018,814

Txecutive Order chon=ing name to

Los Padres Katioral Forest Dece 3, 1838 TF. Do Roosevelt

Adjusted surveys gives gross area June 30, 1944 2,016,088
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APPEIDIX D

Grazine, Use, Los Poadres liational Torest

Avorarse Annmuel Use During Periods Shown

1910 to 1944

169.

: : lo. of : Noe of ilos of ¢ Wo. of
s PERIOD ¢ Pernitteoes : Cattle ond : Sheew and Eogs

: : : Horses s Cronts s

1210 to 1915, incl.: 286 ¢ 10,913 : 6,903 s 286
1916 to 120, " 262 : 9,614 : 6,100 : 168
1921 to 1925, " 219 ¢ 9,549 s 5,457 : 54
1926 to 1930, " 182 : 8,798 : 4,278 s Hone
1931 to 1935, " 144 t 6,215 s 3,283 : None
1936 to 1240, " 148 ¢ 5,897 : 44 s 2
1941 to 1944, " . 141 : 5,978 : 25 : None
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APPENDIX E 170.
Ranger Districts, Tos Padres National Torest
-1044. GROSS
ARZA
WAYE GENWRAL TOCATION DISTRICT FEADJQUAPTERS (ACR&S):

Monterey All of Hational Forest  Kinpg City, Californie 360,494
in Vonterey County

Sen Luis Santa liaria River Sen Luis Obispo, Calif. 192,081
Forthwest to Asuncion :

Santa lMarie Santa Karia River Senta ¥arie, California 295,685
Southeast to Central
San Rafsaels

Sante Barbara Sante Ynez Range & Los Prietos Ranger Sta., 291,545
south slopes of San 22 miles from Santa
Rafaocls Barbare

Cuyame. Yorth slopes San Cuyome Ranger Station 368,373
Rafrels east to in center of Cuyrme
headwaters Cuyema Velley (Haricopa, Calif.)
River

Ojai North of Santa Clara 0jai, Celifornia 268,763
end 0jai Valleys

It Pinos Frazier Xto., lite Piros  Chuchupate Ranger 239,147
and Upper Piru Creek Stetion (Frazier
sections Park, Californis)

TOTAL GROSS AREA, Los Padres National Forest « « - « 2,016,088
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APPENDIX F

Trensportation end Structural Improvements
Los Padres Fational Forest as of June 30,

=1944w

171.

CLASS OF PROJECT MIIES NUMBER
Forest Highways and Truck Trails 1,39007 -
Irails, horse travel 2,224 -
Dwellings - 47
Companion structures - 41
Water & Sanitery systems - 70
Offices - 5
Shops - 14
Warehouses and Storehouses - 38
Telephone Lines 823 -
Lookout Houses & Towers - 25
Fire Control Water Facilities - 28
Firebreaks 115.6 -
¥ajor Improved Camp grourds & picnic ereas - 108
Range Fences 4403 -
Improved stock driveways 5 -
Range ater Development - 103
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APPENDIX G
Speciel Use Permits in Effect on Los Padres
Netbional Torest, 1910 - 1944
Period Aﬂeram?.ﬁumber of Pe?mits in.?ffect Arnmnally
Pesicences Other Special Use Permits
1910 to 1915 3 316
1916 ‘to 1920 29 349
1921 to 1925 8l 449
. 1926 to 1930 136 356
1931 to 1935 149 360
1936 to 1940 183 386
1941 to 1944 198 393
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173.

(1) Does not include fires entirely outside national foreste

(2) Includes only area burned inside national forest,
(3) Does not include through travel or casual tisitorse

(4) Short term forest guord services express in man-yeorse

APPENDIX H
10S PADRES NATIONAL FOREST FIRE RECORD BY PERIODS
- 1908 to 1944 =
slumber of Tires:(l) :Total ereo, :Total number  : 5§ 4
sllan-  sLignte tburned inside :of forest users: § ¢
Period s:coused :ning : Total :national sdurine period : 4 8
‘ : : : :forest (acres): (3) : g &
: s H : (2) : o g.g
: : : H : $ S e
: : : : : s §°
: : : $ : s 9Ff
3 : : : : : (4)
: : : : : :
1308 to 1910 : 98 9% : 107 27,061 H 6,000° : 14
: s : : : :
1911 to 1915 ¢ 212 : 18° : 230 31,995 ¢ 21,000° : 18
1916 to 1920 s 300 15° ¢ 315 111,876 : 75,000° s 23
: : : : : :
1921 to 1925 ¢ 239 ¢ 12 : 261 504,538 148,507 : 28
t : : : : :
1026 to 1930 : 106 5 s+ 111 .: 93,193 : 342,920 : 32
1931 to 1935 : 129 : 11 : 140 : 284,524 : 481,790 & 40
1936 to 1940 s 125 ¢ 52 s 177 45,723 : 963,560 : 64
: : : : : :
1941 to 1944 : 279 ¢ 6 : 285 : 15,089 : 621,950 s 66
: : : : : s
°Estimated.
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In the compilation of this history full use has becn mede of the re-
cords of the California Regional O0ffice of the Forest Service at San
Francisco and of the Suvervisor'!s and Rangers! offices of Los Padres
National Forest. The compiler has interviewed several of the old time
forest rangers yet alive, and graotefully acknowledges the information
given by the supervisor of the Forest and other forest officers at present
serving thereon, particularly that furnished by Forest Engineer Edwin He
“laite A complete bibliogrephy of material dravn upon would impose too
voluminous a space burden on this modest works The list following repre-
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Bryant, Lieut, Hdwine Diary of Fremont Exredition of 1846-47, Extracts
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California Blue Book. California State Printing Office, Sacramento, 1942,

Cleland, Robert Glesse From Wilderness to Zmoire. Knopf, Altert A., liew
York, 1944,

Cronenmiller, ¥red Pe. Interpretetion of Spanish I'ames on iational Forcsts,
Mimeographed report in Forect Service files, California Remion, Ue. Se
Forest Services

Durbin, Wme Go Twentv-five Years of Service. February 12, 1929, TForest
Service files, San “ranciscoe

Evons, Oe 1’ Revoert on Tirber Stand, Jonterer Division, Los Padres Netional

Porests 1y 6, 1927, Forest Service files, San Francisco & Santa Barbarae.

Fultz, Francis ©'s The Elfin Forest of Californise. Times-}irror Press,
los Angeles, 1923,

Hall, Jesse R, Twenty~five Years of Forest Service VWork. August, 1933.
rorest Service files, San Franciscoo

Xins City Ferald, King City, Californiae, January 29, 1929.

Xin~ Citv Rustler, King City, Californiae. February 8, 1918.

Lippincott, Je Be, Ues So Geological Survey. liater Problems of Santa
Barbara, Californiae. Govermment Printing Office, \iasnington, 19056,
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YeNary, Laura Kelley. California Spanish and Indian Place Nares.
Wetzell Publishine Co., Inc., Los Angeles, 1931,

Yorse, Ce Bey Ue S. Forest Service. (Compiled by }rse Co I. Pormely)e Proclo=
motion Ares Fecord, Califorpia Mational Forestse Forest Service files, San
Francisco,

0f'Feill, Owen He., oditor-in~chief; James Cloment Reid, biographicol editor;
Farien Parks, hisorian. History of fonta Barbsra Countye. Harold Hclean
Veier, publisher. DSante Zarbara, 1939,

Peavy, Go WWe, Us S« Forest Service. Plantine Report, Santa Ynez Forest
Reserve, June 1, 1906, Los Padres Hational Forest filese ‘

Phillips, Michoel Jamese. Fislry of Santa Barbsers County, Vols, I snd II.
Clarize Fublishing Co., Clhicago, San Francisco and los Angeles, 1927,

Plummer, Tred G, and Gowsell, Ile Go, Ue So Depte of Interior. Renort on the
Pronosed San Inis Obisvo Forest Eeserveo 1904, los Padres Hationel Forest
filese

Riis, Jolme. FEanzer Trails. The Dietz Press, Riclhmond, Va., 1937,

Ross, Lillian Bos. 4Phe Stranmers, liorrowr and Co., lew York, 1942

Santa Barbarns Indenendent. June 4, 18963 October 6, 1899; December 12, 1889;
Aumust 11, 1901,

Santa Barbara Daily Mews. June 2, 1896; June 12, 1896,

Santa Barbara jornins Presse November 1, 1898; September 2, 1921; Septorer
17, 1952,

Shinn, Cherles Howard. let's Know Some Treess Govarmment Printing Office,
Washington, 1924 and 1931,

Storke, irs. Yda Addis. History of the Counties of Santa Barbarg San Luis
Obispo o Tenbura, Californiae. The Lewis Publishing Co., 1901,

Talbot, 1. Ve Flood Control Survey Rencrt on Santa ¥Ynesz River, (Forest
Service, Soil Conserwvation Service ard Sureau of Asriculbural “oononics)
Californin Forest and Renge Experiment Station, Berkeley, Celilorniae.
Wovenmber 26, 1942,

Younz, Co Le and Lone, Ro Bo, Ue So Forest Servico. Ground and Aerial
Tramsnortation Plans Tor Portisn of Los Padres Forest. rorast Serviee
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