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March 13, 2026

Bureau of Land Management
Bakersfield Field Office

Attn: Sarah Mathews, Project Manager
3801 Pegasus Drive

Bakersfield, CA 93308

Submitted via BLM National NEPA Register

Re: Comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for Oil and Gas
Leasing and Development (December 10, 2025)

Dear Ms. Mathews,

The undersigned organizations submit the following comments on the Bureau of Land
Management’s Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (Draft SEIS) for oil and gas
leasing and development within the Bakersfield Field Office planning area, dated December 10,
2025.

This Draft SEIS advances a federal oil and gas leasing framework affecting hundreds of
thousands of acres across Central California, including extensive federal mineral estate
underlying lands valued for clean water, wildlife habitat, outdoor recreation, and community
health. The proposal has a long and contested history, and this supplemental review is being
prepared pursuant to court-approved settlement agreements requiring BLM to address prior
deficiencies before resuming leasing.

While we appreciate the opportunity to comment, we remain concerned that the Draft SEIS
largely preserves earlier decisions without meaningfully addressing the issues raised during
scoping or accounting for significant changes in state and local law, land use, and community
expectations since the original analysis was developed.

For the reasons outlined below, we believe the Draft SEIS is inadequate as written and must be
substantially improved before it can be finalized.

Key concerns

1. The Draft SEIS does not meaningfully evaluate alternatives that would reduce impacts or
avoid sensitive areas.

Despite more than a decade of litigation, public input, and evolving conditions, the Draft SEIS
does not analyze new alternatives that would reduce the footprint of oil and gas leasing or



remove high-conflict areas from consideration. A supplemental review should be used to
reassess where leasing is appropriate today, not simply reaffirm past assumptions.

2. The Draft SEIS fails to address conflicts with California public health protections and local
authority.

Since the original planning decisions were made, California has adopted major new protections,
including SB 1137, which establishes Health Protection Zones to limit oil and gas drilling near
homes, schools, and other sensitive receptors. The Draft SEIS confirms that the proposal now
overlaps 39,901 acres of verified Health Protection Zones, including areas adjacent to schools
and communities in New Cuyama, the City of Oxnard, and Lompoc. California has also adopted
AB 3233, which bans new hydraulic fracturing permits statewide and strengthens local
governments’ authority to regulate or prohibit oil and gas development. While the Draft SEIS
acknowledges these changes, it does not meaningfully analyze how federal leasing decisions
conflict with these protections or what those conflicts mean in practice for communities and
public health.

3. Community health and safety concerns remain inadequately addressed.

The planning area includes schools, neighborhoods, and heavily used public spaces. While the
Draft SEIS generally acknowledges potential health-related impacts, it relies heavily on broad
assumptions and future, site-specific review, and does not clearly explain how risks from air
pollution, industrial traffic, noise, lighting, or spills would be avoided at the leasing stage,
particularly in areas near communities and sensitive receptors.

4. Risks to water resources are not fully accounted for.

Oil and gas leasing overlaps with watersheds and groundwater resources that supply drinking
water and support agriculture and ecosystems. The Draft SEIS does not adequately address how
soils disturbance, spills, produced water handling, erosion and sedimentation, or long-term
contamination could affect these water resources, and instead relies on general mitigation
assumptions and future site-specific review. This approach fails to account for cumulative risks
in a region already facing chronic drought and increasing climate-driven stress on limited water
supplies and strained, sensitive ecosystems.

5. Wildlife habitat, public lands, and special designations remain vulnerable.

As emphasized during scoping, the planning area includes lands with special status or public
significance, including proposed wilderness areas, Areas of Critical Environmental Concern, state
parks, and widely used recreation landscapes. These places were identified for their ecological,
cultural, scenic, or recreational value, yet the Draft SEIS does not demonstrate how leasing
decisions would avoid undermining the purposes of these designations or fragmenting wildlife
habitat and movement corridors.



6. Cumulative impacts remain abstract due to deferred analysis.

Although the Draft SEIS includes a discussion of cumulative impacts, the analysis remains largely
abstract because key details are deferred to future, site-specific review. By postponing analysis
of where wells, roads, pipelines, and other infrastructure would actually occur, the Draft SEIS
fails to take a hard look at how impacts would accumulate across watersheds, wildlife habitat,
recreation areas, communities, and the climate.

Conclusion

This Draft SEIS represents another step in a process that has stretched on for more than a
decade without resolving fundamental concerns. Given the scale of the proposal, the history of
legal challenges, and the significant changes in California law and local land-use priorities, BLM
should not move forward without meaningful revisions that reduce conflicts and protect
communities, water resources, wildlife, and valued public lands.

We urge BLM to revise the Draft SEIS, which remains inadequate and incomplete, and to ensure
the Final SEIS evaluates reasonable alternatives that limit leasing in high-conflict areas, respect
state and local protections, and reflect current public health, environmental, and conservation
priorities.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Alan Weiner Marily Woodhouse
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